
Sellens Consulting LLC 
5031 Lourina Court 

Fair Oaks, CA 95628 

Phone: (916) 966-8502 
Fax: (916) 966-6503 
Email: msellens@sbcglobal.net  
 

 
February 11, 2006 

 
Mr. Jerry Wickham 
Alameda County Health Care Services 
Environmental Health Services 
1131 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 250 
Alameda, CA 94502-6577 
 
Subject:  Underground Storage Tank Investigation at the Alameda County Fairgrounds in 

Pleasanton, California.  Case # RO0002591  
 
Dear Mr. Wickham:  
 
 Your letter of August 29, 2006, responded to the “Site Investigation Report”, of 
August 14, 2006, that presented the activities and results of the subsurface investigation 
conducted at the subject site.  In your letter you presented two technical comments that 
needed to be addressed, prior to case closure being considered addressed.  The technical 
comments and responses are presented below. 
 
Comment 1: Fairground Water Supply Wells.  In our correspondence dated March 7, 

2006, we previously requested information on water supply wells on the 
Fairground property.  Please show the locations of these wells on site maps 
and provide construction details to indicate the depth intervals over which 
these wells extract groundwater.  In addition, please provide analytical data 
collected from the periodic testing of these wells. 

 
Response 1: On the Fairgrounds property, there are two water supply wells, (1) Main Well 

and (2) Auxiliary Well.  The location of these wells is shown in Figure 1.  The 
majority of the water used for irrigation, sanitation, and drinking purposes at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, is obtained from the “Main Well”, located 
on the Fairgrounds golf course, in the eastern portion of the Fairgrounds.  

 
The “Main Well” is a 12-inch diameter well, approximately 500 feet deep, 
with steel casing, and extracts water from a deep of 218 feet bgs and below.  
The extraction volume is dependant on the time of year, for example, the 
average daily extraction volume in February 2006 was 101,210 gallons per day 
(gpd), compared to 366,360 gpd in July 2006.  As the “Main Well” is used as a 
drinking water supply well it is tested on a monthly basis for bacteria, No 
bacteria-related or other contaminants, i.e. metals, or water quality issues have 
ever been reported in the drinking water. All water quality analytical results are 
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submitted to the Department of Health Services-Office of Drinking Water 
(DHS).  In addition, in May 1998 and June 1999, tetrachloroethylene (PCE), at 
levels below the state drinking water standard was reported, so in December 
2000, the Fairgrounds voluntarily discontinued use of the Main Well.  During 
the period December 2000 and July 2001, the majority of the Fairgrounds 
water was supplied by the City of Pleasanton.  In July 2001, the Fairgrounds 
installed a GAC filtration system.  Since the installation of the filtration system 
the water being processed by the system has been analyzed to determine the 
concentration s of volatile organic compounds (VOC), with the emphasis on 
PCE entering the system, ensure no PCE is entering the Fairgrounds water 
distribution system, and monitor any breakthrough of the GAC system.  Since 
the installation  of the filtration systems, influent and effluent sampling have 
been conducted  on a quarterly basis, along with the occasional sampling 
between the two GAC canisters of the system.  This aanalysis is in additions to 
that required and supplied to DHS.  No other contaminants, including 
petroleum hydrocarbons, have ever been reported in water from the well. The 
historical analytical results for the PCE, along with flow rates, are summarized 
in Table 1. 

 
The “Auxiliary Well” is used to back-up the “Main Well”, particularly during 
the summer months.  It also supplies water to the barn area and the satellite 
wagering facility.  The “Auxiliary Well” is a approximately 300 feet deep, 
fully cased, and extracts water from a deep of 210 feet bgs and below.  The 
extraction volume is dependant on the time of year, for example, the average 
daily extraction volume in February 2006 is 16,665 gallons per day (gpd), 
compared to 194,890 gpd in July 2006. 
 
As the Auxiliary Well is used as a drinking water source it is tested as required 
by State law, with the results submitted to DHS.  To date, no contaminants of 
concern have been reported from the well.  This includes bacteria, metals, 
volatile organic compounds, and general water chemistry/quality.   The 
frequency of these analyses are varied, i.e. bacteria conducted monthly, and 
VOC conducted every two years (last tested 6/28/06) 

 
 
Comment 2: Geotracker Submittal .  A review of the SWRCB Geotracker website indicates 

that no data or reports have been submitted to Geotracker for your site.  
Pursuant to CCR Section 2729 and 2729.1, beginning September 1, 2001, all 
analytical data, including monitoring well samples, submitted in a report to a 
regulatory agency as part of the LUFT program, must be transmitted 
electronically to the SWRCB Geotracker website via the internet . 

 
Response 2: A Geotracker account has been set-up for the Alameda County Fairgrounds 

UST program.  It is our understanding that the required data has been 
submitted to the site. 

 



With the submittal of this information, it is our understanding that procedure of case closure 
can progress.  However, in the meantime, if you require any additional information, please do 
not hesitate to contact either myself at the letterhead address directly.  
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Michael Sellens, REA, RG 
Project Manager 
 
cc. Ed Johnson, Alameda County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasanton Avenue, 

Pleasanton, California 94566 
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Figure 1Location of Alameda County Fairground Water Supply Wells
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Date MeterReading Volume Cum. Volume Period Volume Inf/PCE Betw/PCE Eff/PCE PCE Removed Cum PCE Removed Cum PCE Removed
(gallons) (gallons) (Liters) ug/L ug/L ug/L (grams) (grams) (pounds)

12/2/2000 5.2

Filtration System Installated and Operation Commenced

7/7/2001 280131850 0 0 0 0

7/14/2001 281984100 1852250 1852250 7010766.25 3.2 <0.5 22.43 22.43 0.05

8/3/2001 288765050 6780950 8633200 25665895.75 3.4 <0.5 87.26 109.70 0.24

10/22/2001 316347300 27582250 36215450 104398816.3 3.1 <0.5 323.64 433.33 0.96

11/26/2001 321344450 4997150 41212600 18914212.75 5.4 <0.5 102.14 535.47 1.18

3/8/2002 331094400 9749950 50962550 36903560.75 5.6 <0.5 <0.5 206.66 742.13 1.64

5/23/2002 345683100 14588700 65551250 55218229.5 4.1 <0.5 <0.5 226.39 968.53 2.14

7/29/2002 380579600 34896500 100447750 132083252.5 7.5 - <0.5 990.62 1959.15 4.32

9/30/2002 403135800 22556200 123003950 85375217 5.9 - <0.5 503.71 2462.86 5.43

1/7/2003 418096300 14960500 136112200 56625492.5 20 <0.5 <0.5 1132.51 3595.37 7.93

8/18/2003 479284000 61187700 190518950 231595444.5 7.2 <0.5 1667.49 5262.86 11.60

12/15/2003 509368650 30084650 193021350 113870400.3 30 <0.5 3416.11 8678.97 19.14

5/4/2004 526919000 17550350 205574550 66428074.75 25 <0.5 <0.5 1660.70 10339.68 22.80

8/10/2005 628257100 101338100 297162700 383564708.5 19 <0.5 <0.5 7287.73 17627.40 38.87

10/18/2005 659930200 31673100 314247100 119882683.5 16 <0.5 1918.12 19545.53 43.10

1/18/2006 675169150 15238950 294589550 57679425.75 0.25 <0.5 <0.5 14.42 19559.95 43.13

4/19/2006 684051350 8882200 280915550 33619127 5.6 <0.5 188.27 19748.21 43.54

7/27/2006 719058800 35007450 300962500 132503198.3 0.25 <0.5 33.13 19781.34 43.62
10/24/2006 743897500 24838700 264613500 94014479.5 11 <0.5 <0.5 1034.16 20815.50 45.90

Pleasanton, California

Table 1

Table 1:  Groundwater Extraction and PCE Removal from Main Well
Removal of PCE from Main Well

Alameda County Fair
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