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m Comunercial Real ‘Estate

Properties, I, grokerage and Development

September 22, 1999

MEMO TO: Alameda County Health Department, Attention: Scott Seery 327.0%%345
ENSR, Attention: Richard Simon, Vice President
Wilson Chiu and Meranda Chang
Charles Stuhr, Esquire
P & D Environmental, Attention: Paul King
David Ristig, Public Storage, Inc.
Gary Mayes, Public Storage, Inc.

FROM: Kent Woodell

SUBJECT: FEnvironmental Contamination
Lands Of Chiu & Chang
2497 -- 2507 Grove Way, Castro Valley, CA

It is my opinion that the ENSR Environmental Report # 5555-439-230 on the referenced property
is in error. Location of the former underground storage tank is incorrectly shown and is NOT, nor
was NOT on the subject property. [ have reached these conclusions based upon the below listed
items:

Original (reduced) copy of Survey Map (note location of tank)
Copy of 1955 Building Inspection Map when tank installed
Copy of 1955 Tank Permit

Reduced copy of Current Survey

Copy of ENSR 6/14/99 Site Plan

Copy of 6/30/99 County Notice of Responsibility Letter

Copy of modified Scott Seery Plat Map

N RN =

Wilson Chiu, Owner, had always maintained there were no tanks on his property. ENSR prepared
Phase I and partial Phase 11 and prepared #5 without locating tank. Upon receipt of #5 and the
ENSR Report, owner went to Alameda County, researched records, and came up with #°s 1, 2,
and 3.

As shown on #4, Survey, the Grove Way frontage is 235 feet. As shown on #1, old Survey, the
Grove Way frontage was 369.65 feet. The tank location was roughly drawn in on #1 and it
conforms with the #2, Permit Map.

22634 Second Strext, Suite 207 * _'}(a:ymaﬂf, C0 94541 * 510-247-1416 * HAX 510-247-14 18
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Apparently, in 1985 or so, the western 135 feet was sold off and Castro Valley Storage building
constructed on it. Tts address is 2489 Grove Way. The tank would have been about in the center
of the new building. It is my opinion that ENSR’s research for Phase I was either incorrect or
incomplete, their subsurface metal tank exploration unnecessary and misdirected, and the ENSR
Site Plan in error. Note, ENSR shows the tank directly under the major existing storm drain lines.

This combination of errors has caused a considerable (costly) delay in the permitting process of
the project; has resulted in the issuance of a #6, Notice of Responsibility letter to the wrong party,
ChiwChang; my personal expenditure of some 35 to 40 hours to figure out the problem; the
expiration of the Buyer’s Contract; and delay in substantial earnest money monthly payments to
the owners.

Certainly ENSR (apparently) discovered an environmental problem, but has also created an
expensive delay/liability situation. It is my recommendation that ENSR prepare, at their expense,
a corrected work plan to take all necessary steps to allow appropriate evaluation of the scope of
the contamination and immediately process same through the Governmental Agency(s). We have
taken steps to reinstate the Purchase Contract.

By copy of this letter, I request Alameda County Health Care Services (Scott Seery) rescind #6,
Notice of Responsibility, and assign it to the adjacent property owner. ENSR should coordinate
and head up the program to either get an appropriate closure/clearance letter or other program
which will allow the close of escrow and commencement of construction without risk or liability
to either buyer or seller.

I anxiously await comment/direction from all concerned.

MW

Enclosures
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HEALTH CARE SERVICES O
s
AGENCY "?
I8V ) KEARS, Agency Diractor
T certified Mail # ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
03/08/1999 1131 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 250

Alamaeda, CA 94502-86577

510) 567-6700
Notiece of ROﬂpDnﬂibilitY 5510; 937-9335 (FAX)

StID$- 6435 Date Firet Reported 06/30/1999
Cottage Bakery SITE]| Substance: Gasoline

2497 Grove Way Funding (Federal or State): F
Castro Valley , CA 94546 Multiple RPs?: N

Yee N. Chiu

Meranda Chang Responsible Party (RP)

441 Ralston Street Property Owner

San Franciaco, Ca 94132

Pursuant to sections 25297.1 and 25297,15 of the Health and Safety Code, you are heraby
notified that the above aite hams baan placed in the Local Oversight Program and khe
individual (8) or entity(ies) shown above, or on the attached list, has(have) been
identified as the partylies) responsible for investigation and cleanup of the ahove site.
Section 2%297.1% further reguires the primary or active Responaible Party to norify all
current racord owners of fee title before the local agency considers cleanup or site
closure proposals or issues a clogure letter. For purposes of implementing section
25297.15, this agency has identified _{tie. addsgssees as the primary or
active Responsible Party. It is the responsibility of the primary or active Regponaible
Party to submit a letter to this agency within 20 calendar days of receipt of this notice
which identifies all currsnt record owners of fee title. It is also the regponsibility
of the primary or active Responsible Party to certify to the lowal agency that the
required notifications have been made at the time a cleanup or site clppure proposal is
made or bafore the local agency makea a derermination that no further action is required.
If property ownership changes in the future, you must notify this local agency within 20
calendar days from when you are informed of the change.

Any action »r inaction by this local agency assnciated with corrective actiom, including
responsible party identification, is subject to petition to the State Water Repources
Control Board. Petitions must be filaed within 30 days from the date of the action/
inaction. To obtain petition procedures, pleass FAX your request to the State Water Roard
at (916) 227-4349 gr telephone (916) 227-4408.

Pursuant to gection 25299.317(c) {7) of the Health and SBafety Code, a responsible party may
requent the designation of an aéministering agency when required to conduct corrective
action. Please contact Scott 0O Seery, Hazardous Materials Specialist at this office at
{510) S567-6700 for further information about the site degignation proceass.

é-‘t-"ﬂ"f(/ﬁ Date: (]7{ ov'e ¢ Please Cizcle One .u.e- Change

Richard A. Pantages, Chief
Contract Project Director Reason:

New CAse

cc: Lori Casias, SWRCE
Scott O Seery, Hazardous MaLerials Specialist Report: Reiribs? 5/99
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