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State of California Environmental Protection Agency
Department of Toxic Substances Control, Region 2
Public Participation
700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley, California 94710-2737

Date:  May 6, 1996 Number of Pages .Inclﬁding Cover: 9
Deliver To: - From:

Name: YRSPESE. Name: YENEEN

Phone: AN Phope: 510-540-3928 (CalNet 571)
FAX: W= FAX: 510-540-3927

Subject: Bobeo's Junkyard Site

Comments:  Here's the info I promised to get to you all, in the form of letter with
enclosures, based on the letter that we sent to Mayor Harris. We gave out copies of
the viny! chioride summary and table at the Cypress Advisory Committee meeting,
mostly because it was the best we had at the time. It's not particularly reader-friendly
{unless the reader is a toxicologist). We certainly don't object to you giving copies of
any of this out, but advise that you guage how useful it will be. The Bobo's RAW

fact sheet that we're working on now should be beuer. Finally, the last two pages
outline the requirements of the I&SE order — I'm sure you get questions about how
long things will take all the time. Given the early stage anduERIRI BENEReE A
“Mestalsproiect, however, I'm sure that it's subject to change.
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DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL

REGION 2

700 HEINZ AVE., 50ITE 200
BERKELEY, CA 94710-27237
(1§10 S40-36843

May 6, 1996

Ms. Kathy Goforth

U.S. EPA Region 9

75 Hawthorne Street (A-1-2)
San Francisco, CA 94105

Dear Kathy:
HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE SITE ASSOCIATED WITH THE CYPRESS FREEWAY RECONSTRUCTION

This letter describes a very serious toxics problem near the former Bobo's Junkyard
(1401 Third Street), along the path of the new Cypress Freeway Corridor. Although the site
presents no risk to human health under current conditions, the levels of below-surface
contamination are sufficiently high to require redesign of a section of the freeway. Feel free
to relay any of the information in this letter 1o community members during the course of
your interviews and focus groups.

First, some background. Our office, Region 2 of the Cal/EPA-Depastment of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC), signed a Voluntary Cleanup Agreement with-Caltrans. and the
SoutherniPacific Transportation Company.to investigate and remediate sites contaminated
with hazardous substances located within the new Cypress Freeway Corridor. During a site
investigation of the former Bobo's Junkyard, we found elevared levels of volatile chlorinated
solvents in the groundwater at the site and under Third Sueet.

- ~Therehemical of greatest concern s vinyi-chloride] an air contaminant that is 2 known
human carcinogen and is listed as such under the Safe Drinking Water and Toxic
Enforcement Act of 1986 (Proposition 65). I have enclosed a more dewiled description of
the chemical and its toxic effects, The levels of vinyl chloride in the groundwaler 2re among
the highest recorded by this office.s A separate enclosure summarizes sampling results. We
have confirmed that the chemical is currently trapped below the surface by conducting air
monitoring around the site and, since no one is expased to the groundwater, we have
concluded that there is no potential for health risk from the site under its current condition.
However, Caltrans and DTSC calenlated that, if s0il were excavated to below the existing
groundwater table to install freeway footings as originally designed, workers and residents
could be exposed to concentrations of vinyl chloride in air that would exceed the regulatory
“no significant risk” level.

Since discovering the problem, we have met with Calrans on several occasions w0 a§sess
the situation, discuss possible remedies and to encourage Caltrans to redesign the footings or
freeway so that the soil and groyndwater will oot be disturbed. Recently, Caltrans
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determined that the most feasible approach was to redesign the footing, making it an at-grade
footing reinforced by driven-from-grade piles.

As for remediating the site, DTSC staff haveiidentified the sourceiof the contamination as
the DC Metals property: DTSC issved-an Imminent or Substantial Endangerment
Determination and- Remedial Action Order to the responsible parties (RPs) on April 26,
1996. I'have enclosed a summary of the requirements of the order.

We anticipate releasing draft Removal Action Workplans (RAWSs) from Caltrans and
Southern Pacific within the next several weeks. Those RAWSs will address Calirans’
construction-related remediation of the footing areas only, and Southern Pacifie's plans for
remediating the Bobo's site in the long term.

Additionally, appropriate Qakland City and Alameda County staff are aware that other,
off-site sampling in this area has found high levels of lead in the surface soils of residences,
& not-uncommon QCCUITENce it argas near freeways or industrial zones. DTSC has no
regulatory authority to zectify lead-contaminated $oils on individuals' properties. We
understand that both the Centers for Disease Control and the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development have released a total of $16 million to California counties, including
Alameda, for lead abatemenr in moderate and low-income homes and for protection of
children in high-risk areas.

We are committed 1o working with City and County staff, and with the community
directly, to address the very serious vinyl chloride confamination near Bobo's site. Please
don't hesitate to conract any of the following individuals:

Lynn Nakashima, project manager, 540-3339
Dr. Calvin Willhite, staff roxicologist, 540-3766

My telephone number is 540-3928. If we can prepare any additional information on the site
for you or your staff, let me know.

Sincere

Carol L. Northrup
Public Participation Coordinator

- Enclosures

Lynn Nakashima

Cal/EPA DTSC Region 2
700 Heinz Ave., Suite 200
Berkeley, CA 94710-2737
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JETATE OF CALIFORMIA — ENVIRONMENTAL PADTECTION AGENCY PETE WILSOM, Sovemgs
DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES CONTROL
AEGION 2

7040 HENY AvE.. SU{TE 200
BERKELEY, C& 94710-2237
(510] Edo-a5i| -

VINYL CHLORIDE

Vinyl chloride is a colorless, highly-flammable gas at temperatures greater than -13°C.
It is handled in indusury as a Hquid under pressure. It is an ingredient in plastics, and is
commonly found, as a degradation product of metal degreaser solvents. Vinyl chleride is
relatively dense as 2 gas and, being heavier than air, it will tend to collect in low-lying areas.
The ether-like odor of viny! chloride in air can be detected only at very high concentrations
(3,000 parts per million [ppm]). It is 2 common air contaminant, present at less than 0.3
parts per bitlion (ppb) in Bay Area air.

Acute exposures to very high concentrations of vinyl chloride (more than 100,000 ppm)
have caused the deaths of humans and animals due to cardiac irregularities and cenrral
nervous system arrest. A single 3- 1o 5-minute exposure to about 8,000 ppm is sufficier ©
tause nausea, dizziness and headache. Hazards posed by direct vinyl chlozide exposere are
not limited to the cardiac and central nervous effects. In addition, the potential to cause
acroosteolysis (loss of bone calcium leading to destruction of the bornes of the fingers and
toes) and Raynaud's syndrome (a disease characterized by hypertrophy of cells in the arteries
of the fingers, leading to local inflammation and impaired circulation) is well astablished.

Of greatest concern, however, is the confirmed carcinogenic hazard, Exposure to vinyl
chloride is known to.cause a upique form of liver cancer (hepatic angiosarcoma) in human
beings. While less well-established than liver cancers, vinyl chloride exposures have also
been linked to cancers of the human cenrral nervous system, lymphomas, mouth and upper
respiratory tract. It is the carcinogenic potential which forms the basis of:

The Proposition 65 no-significant-risk level (3 micrograms per day; 22 CCR 12711)
And the Cal/EPA Toxic Air Contaminant Unir Risk Value of 7.8 x 10%(ug/m®)!,
corresponding to a 10 cancer risk at ant ambient air concentration of 3.8 x 10¢
parts per million, or 0.01 microgram/m’.

By way of comparison, the Cal OSHA Permissible Exposure Limit is } part per million,
or 2,600 microgram/m’® (8 CCR 5153).



Groundwater and Soil Vapor Sampling Results at Selected Footing Excavation Locations
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D.C Metals

- Imminenent or Substantial Endangerment Determination and Remedial Action Order

The highlights of the Order:

Issued on April 26, 1996 to: DC Metals, Ing. (current operator); Cypress Strest
Investments (current property owner) and AMCQ Chemical Corp. (former property
owner and operator).

Order uses the following H&S Code sections:

a. 25358.3(a) - authorizes us 1o issue an Order when we determine that there may be
an imminent or substantial endangermnent because of a release or threatened release of a
hazardous substance.

b. 25353.5(a)}(1)(B) - authorizes us to jssue an order establishing a schedule for
removing or rémedying a release of a hazardous substance at a site, or for correcting the
conditions that threaten the release of a hazardous substance,

c. 25359.2 - atlows the imposition of adminstrative penalties for faifure to comply
with an order.

d. 53009 and 58010 - authonzes us to abate a public nuisance.

Order requires the following:

1. . Work must be consisteat with NCP and H&SC,

2. RP.isto develop a Site Remediation Strategy whose purpose is o identify

{mmediate or potential risks and prioritize and implement response actions,

3. RP to identify Projeet Coordinator (within 10 days)

4.  RP to submit name and gualifications of project engineer/geologist (Wulun 15
days)

5. RP, project cocrdinator , project engineer/geolgist and DTSC to meet within 20

days to discuss site remediation strategy.

Public Participation Plan (within 30 days)

Monrhly Summary Reports - within 30 days and on a monthly basis thereafter.

3. Submit RI/FS Workplan within 60 days of signing of the Order. (This document
also is to include 2 schedule of activities)

9. Submit RI Report (per approved schedule)

16.  Submit FS Report (within 43 from submittal of RI R.epon)

11, Baseline Risk Assessment. (within 30 days from submittal of RI Report)

12. Remedial Action Plan (30 days after FS report is approved)

3.  Remedial Design (Within 40 days after approval of RAP).

14.  Deed Reswiction (Within 90 days of approval of final RAP - if applicable)

15.  Implementation of Final RAP (Within 30 days of completion of field activities,
RP must subemit Implementation Report).

16.  Operation and Maintenance Agreements (Prior to Site Certification - if
applicable).

Mo
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17.  Imterim Scteening and Evaluation of Remedial Technologies and Treatability
Studies (DTSC can request these be done). '
18. - RP to conduct removal actions if necessary to mitigate a release.



