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Weof California - The Resources Agency Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD
Page 81 of _3 :

B1.
B2.
B3.
*BS.
*B6.

*B7.
*BS8.

*NRHP Status Code: _3S5
Local/Other Rating: __B+a3

*Resource Name or #: Serial No. 1435
4629 M L KING JR WY/735-41 47TH ST Oakland CA 94609 -

Historic Name: ~ Qakland Conscolidated Street Railway Barn

Common Name: None )
Original Use: Industry B4. Present Use: Industry

Architectural Style:  19th century utilitarian

Construction History: built ¢.1891, remodeled 1914-15
window infill, new doors and windows, repair/rehabilitation, stucco, nearby
buildings removed, painted brick

Moved? /X/No / /Yes / /Unknown Date: Original Location:

Related Features:

B9a. Architect: Unknown b. Builder: unknown

*B1

B1

*B12. References:

0. Significance: Theme: masonry buildings (industrial: transportation) Area: OQakland
Period: 1850-1948 Property Type: industrial building N.R. Criteria: A,C
{Discuss importance in terms of context as defined by theme, pericd, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

4629 M L KING JR WY, the Oakland Consolidated Street Railway Barn, is a very good
example of a 19th century utilitarian industrial building. It was built circa 1891,
architect and builder unknown. It is dated by Sanborn maps, block books, and other
various sources. It was partially remodeled in 1914-15; additions have been made at
various dates. Historically the building reflects railroads and their influence,
and industrial development in Oakland. The original owner and occupant, about
1891-1906, was Oakland Consolidated Street Railway, later Oakland Traction Company.
The property is also associated with Yosemite Laundry, owner and commercial
occupant ¢.1906-25, and Pulliman Company, owner and commercial occupant c.1927-50s,
Laundry Department.

The Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey rates this property B+a3 (B, major importance,
landmark quality; potentially A, highest importance, if restored), particularly for
its type/style and historical associations. It is not located in a district (3).
Its Survey rating makes it a historic property under Oakland’s Historic
Preservation Element. This building appears individually eligible for the National
Regisier of Historic Places in the context of masonry buildings (industrial:
transportation% in Oakland 1850-1948, as the earliest and most substantial survivor
of Oakland’s electric street railway system.

(see continuation pages)
1. Resource Attributes:  HP08--1industrial building :

City & county tax rolls & block books, ANA
1863-1925; Sanborn maps, 1882-1970s; city (Sketch map, "N north at ton.)
directories & phone books; Y.S. census; ~— -
building & alt. permits; biographical & P 51g51&&\\\ f ;
<\ 7 |
] A .
/.

subject indexes, Oakland History Room !

i

13, Remarks: oon
s

(N&)

Primary Record submitted 9/30/94.

- 47.:,_) o /A
‘814, EvaiLater: 22Tty Marvin Hx\““\a#i, . R T
*Date of Evaivatcrn: 03/06/54 T J - /
Date Recorgad: 09/30/85 ' * 4528 §1L:/;"55/4RW\"
iTris space reserved for official commanis, ) T Bogy Y T
2 )
— / ]
—— ] ‘
P o ‘! !
- ,
T ey g ! / T
~— = I -
T 2 !
Sugsutute DPR S23861.G650 ~ - sy DA OGS — gy o [ TTT———
LosutLTe SL3E gz} cehsoso frm orev 213,25 ~ 1S J / .
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of California - The Resources Agency Primary #
ARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HR! #

CONTINUATION SHEET
Page _B2 of __3 * Resource Name cr #: Ser. No. 1435

Address: 4629 M L KING WY/735-41 47TH ST Oakland CA 94609

* Recorded by Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey *Date 09/30/95 /X/ Continuation. // Update

B10. Significance {continued)  __

Suosst

e GPR

Oakland’s first street railway, a horse car line called the Oakland Railroad,
made its appearance in 1868. Starting at First Street the line ran out Broadway,
turned into Telegraph Avenue and continued as far as Fortieth Street. The line
was extended, to Temescal Creek in 1870. In 1873 the tracks were extended to the
University grounds at the end of Telegraph Avenue. (Hinkel & McCann, {Oakland

1852-1938), 1939, v.1, p.24.)

A few other horse, steam, and cable lines were built, and the Southern Pacific

carried local passengers on its 7th Street line. Then, at the beginning of the

1890s, quite suddenly, electric power revolutionized local transit, in Oakland

and around the country. A map of Oakland’s "various steam, electric, cable and

horse street railway lines" published in the July 3, 1893, Qakland fnquirer was
captioned "Everywhere for a Nickel -- Unexampled Street Railroad Development in
This City. In a Few Years Oakland Has Become One of the Best Railroaded Towns.

Electricity Has Worked a Miracle in Waking Up and Transforming a City."

The Grove Street line served by the carbarn and powerhouse at 47th and Grove
Streets (now 4629 Martin Luther King Jr. Way) was Oakland and Berkeley’s first
electric railway, as detailed by Erle Charles Hanson (manuscript at Oakland
History Room): "Electiric street railway service began in the Eastbay in May 1891,
with the opening of the Oakland and Berkeley Rapid Transit Company’s Grove Street
Line between Oakland and Berkeley.... The first 28 cars were built.by the
Stockton Combine Harvester and Agricultural Works of Stockton, California....

"Route of the pioneer electric line was from Znd and Broadway, via 2nd street to
Franklin, Franklin to 13th Street, 13th Street to Grove, and Grove to 47th Street
and Grove where the long single-track Berkeley Toop began.... At this point were
the carhouse, power house, and offices of the Qakland and Berkeley Rapid Transit
Company which for most of its independent existence was known as the Oakland

Consolidated Street Railway Company. These buildings - washed up as a carhouse as
early as 1904 - [were later] used by the Pullman Company for its laundry....

"A large compressor was installed at the car-barn at 47th and Grove Streets, and
the air brakes on the air brake cars had their tanks charged.... This charging
took about a minute or two, and... two charges were enough... for the entire
day’s schedule. To supply the electricity for the twenty-eight cars, there were
two 300-hp Fraser and Chalmers condensing engines... from which 114-hp Edison
Generators were driven by means of pulleys and leather belts.

"The branch Tinas of the Oakland Consolidated Street Railway were the 40th
Street, the 16th Street, and the West 3th Street Lines. The Oakland Transit
Cocmpany was formed aon March 1, 18G8. to take over the Qakland Consolidatad Street
Railway company, the Central Avenus Railway Company, the Alameda Oakiand and
Piedmont Electiric Railroad Company. the Piedmont and Mountain View Railway
Company {earlier name Consolidated ?iedmont Cable Cc.), the East Oakiand Street
Railway Company, the California Railway, and the Highland Park and Fruit-Vala
Railrecad. In 1901, this company tccx over the Qakland Railroad... to form the
Bakland Transit Consolidated.... At ztout the same time, the Srave Sirest
irackage was rebuiit into a standard gauce line."

(&2

2ZL,e

93]

} cchstocon.frm 2/21,85






KLAND CULTURAL HERITAGE SURVEY - Evaluation Tally Sheet - Record 1197 of 1839 on C:NCRUBLDG.DBF ET - TALLY p.3

Address: 4629 M L KING JR WY/T41-35 4TTH ST A.P. nos 13-1164- 29- 0
uTH: 10/ /

Gorman name: Kone sanborn 357 Prelim. D3

Historic name: Oaktand tonsolidated Street Railway serial No. 1435

saluated by Betty Marvin on 03/06/94
allied (or re-tallied) by computer; printed on 05/16/94

escription

L4629 M L KING JR WY is 2 19th century utiltitarian imcustrial building. IT is one story and moniter,
accretive plan, on @ corner lot. 1t has a stepped parapet, arched windows, and pilasters. Exterior walls
are stucco over brick. Roof is composition. Structure is brick bearing wall. Sanborn maps describe it as
brick mixed with wood frame,metal cladding. The buiiding has metal sash and brick arches. present use is
light industrial. Surroundings are commercial, residential, densely buailt up.

visible alterations include window infilt, new doors and windows, repair[rehabilitation, stucce, nearby
buildings removed. The buj lding is in good condition; jts iptegrity is good.

significance

4620 M L KING JR WY, the Oakland consolidated Street Railway, is a very good example of 2 19th century
utilitarian industrizl building. This building appesars to be individually eligible for the National Register
of Historic Places for its importance in the context of railroads ard shipping in Dakland 1850-1945.

1t was built circa 1891, architect and builder unknown. 1t is dated by various sources. 1t was remodeled in
1944-15. Historically the building reflects +ailroads and their infiuence in 19th and early 20th century .
oskland, and industrial development in Daktand. The earliest name associated with the preperty is Dakland
Transit carbarn. The property is alse associated with Pullman Laundry.

Notes:

The PUllman Co.'s Private Steam Laundry.--SSinfo: 1.0 stories; 16400 sf; RED & YEL/BEARING WALL; ///EXTERIOR & INTERIOR
WALL BRICK MASONRY./--SSaddrs: 462% M.L.K.JR.WAY/T35 47th §t./4629M L KING JR WY ** No Green Humber. No priginal BP on
fiche: AS5472 alt; ATOOCS8 alt windows; B1913 alt. Nothing found in BP by street on Grove or on 47th. Couid this be pre
1506777/atso A4B3T0 rep 4629 Grove/bldg is at SW cor MLK & 47th ST/ ** Date for this bldg as of now is 1914inc 1888c. In
4914 BB notes show fire here, 1913 imp jumps $rom 3000 to 5800 and Yosemite taundry takes over. The main section of bldg,
along the south part of lot, was incted in 1914 rebuitding. The new construction was along MLK JR Wy. On 1888 SA map prick
rectangular bldg drawn in. In Dakland Twnshp BB's of 1880(platt bk-Alden Tract},1884,1888,1891 sll show this lot to be
vacant. This lot not in City BB's until 1898 because part of 1897 annex. | 1936 Reverse Dir.: Pullmen Co Laundry

rpezTT E . - . . - . : o
UCHSET3.F&M rev.2/8/94 tospted from tne San francisco Jowntown inventory & warold ¥alman's 'The Evaluation of Historic Buildino:
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OAKLAND CULTURAL HERITAGE SURVEY - Evaluatisn Sheet - Record 1197 of

1833 on C:KCRUBLDC.DEF

ES - EVALUATION

Address: 4629 M L KING JR WY/T41-35 47TH ST UTH: 10/ 7/ AP, po: 13-1184- 29- 0
old address: . Sanborn 357 Prelim. Dc3
Common name: Nowe. C&‘ub’\\ADh&l %‘ ET. Serial No. 1435
Historic name: Oakland Trsnedt carbarn- PETTIEN TSORSTT™ N .
A. A. VISUAL QUALITY/DESIiGN Rating
1. Exterior evgf V frores
= fine- elab.- unusual s ade
1. Exteri 3. Construction: orig- craftp- art'c
story: 1E’h€gx one story Walll: ST stucco o
Plan: =F L-plan Al Wall2: BR brick 2. Interior evgf -
Lot: &% on a double-ended lot C Lo Found: arrgt- finish- assoc
Roof: Z&-truss roof £ Roof: A g
Ex5: Other: Mo 3. Construction evgf G
Exé: Other: R A fine- early- good
Sancolor: RzC Strul: 1W brick bearing wall few- many survive
2. interior? Struzs surf.-stiuc.-meth.
4, Architect: unlcmowin 4. Designer/Builder F
Builder: uanlknaoww evgf
5. Arch style:  _207early 20th century utilit au 5. Type/Style ﬁ:b f & 3{‘;
fine- early- good™ e
Bldg type: IN industrial building few- _many survive 5 eq'b
—_— t(&.r_«;fk
Present use: 42 light industrial 6. Supportive Elements F \:,
é. Supportive: o Feul? many- 1/sev evagf i
I TPt % gine rare oce. S
B. 7. Namel: Oa‘k]wp(; Lomsoldated Qi-rae*&!m,/oqupol'rmma 00 [B8De - (206 ~, S O‘L'h; cL
Neme2: Jostwte Lavedsy oo nld0be 257 aptor Tam S5 1lig cnrtense ) B. HISTORY/ASSOCIATION , @
NameZ: Pulluam s, La.u-nat.g D&Pi‘ ac NHZ'/"-*'S_DS Tl .’r-——L’ > 7. Personorgenization g ‘l ‘;j
8. Events? FPSTO/ICLE B { |
9. Patterns (historic contexts): Evalctx:&p}r‘ industrial development 8. Event evgf “F\ ?{d ‘:,}
C1: W industry RE TevIce
HC2: 1N K.R.contingency: 9. Patterns evygf \ af"““f‘
HC3: HC1: PS T/ ICLC BE =9
HC2: P $ T/ ICLC BC B des
10. Estimated date: 1910s  1&8%e VA s
Constr, date: ﬁm/sdur:c_e?&vaue: BP #: {plans 3 10. hge evgf v ?T(_
Remodel dates: REM 1914-15 AT rem add rs¢ inc fir eq alt st
C. CONTEXT
. 1. District_ Type: None - 11. fontinuity evgf F
District Neme: 12. Femiliarity evg f F
Surroundings: Dpen@ns Sctr Res ind Com CR
12. Familiarity? O. INTEGRITY DEDUCTIONS
13. Condition egfp G
D. 13. Condition: G, per field notes Threats: Norme Dev Zen vand PWks Oth N (field: 6
14-16. Alterations: REM 1914-15 #t—e 14. Exterior Alterations G
_ onefseveral major/minor char. intact/ok/changed/beyond receg. (field: G) egfp
- WFE - S * 15. Interior Alterations -
- %:)w - DE 16, Structural Remowvals E
- R egfp
7. site egfn £
T Movetato: From:
. ' . 3 REVERSIEILITY e £ -
SONE-I9. origiRkR Tein as moge! Plans exis: Cf:‘ﬁ:' T ST 18, Ei:emcr ALterat?cﬁsp /G'}
sl e Y S e
SomaiMushMost sTil!l tnere  Cover ed, may exis* . e ? \) 19. Interic- Alterztions -
TElirgs as of D2/07/%4 Nat Reg. Kot listed Lity  Not fisted Ctner Kot Listed
E.Used - f,; “ o,
TERHELEC Gyl BN PN
“etrents R L R R i L"”:j?f, s .,La\'_,_,,m (Q»U"t-' Lo 1“2—7 CHSERLFRM rev.Z/8/%4: printed 02/17/%4
Y l:';\.;,:' — {’”‘1 :_.,r'(/w L RTON et Yl 2 e o7 P T
LRI C‘Mﬂi:fl.v“{"‘; T T T@"H"rx_& e
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I | I oOakland Cultural Heritage Survey DD
TTTTT Oakland City Planning Department IDENTIFICATION SHEET I DD
PART I IDENTIFICATION Serial No. 4623-1435
A. OCHS (Sanborn) File Address: D. Assessor's Parcel Number:
4629 M L KING JR WY Map Bock Number 13
Block Number 1164
B. Second Address/location: Parcel Number 29
Subparcel No. 0

741-35 47TH ST
E. Building: -
C. Assessor's File Address: (if there's more than 1/parcel)
4629 M L KING JR WY

PART II PHOTOGRAPHS Attach below. Identify Roll #, Frame #, & Date

615-27
Lpsed
M g
o T 07/08/92
474, Sk
PART IXI TPRELIMINARY SURVEY Information from Sanborn Map # 357
A. Preliminary Rank: Dc C. District: none noted
B. Est Date(s): const: 1910s D. Stories, shape, lot:
1E high one story
alts: ALT LF L-plan
Date if bldg is mvd: DIL, on a double-ended lot
PART IV ADDITIONAL INFORMATION Information from Assessor's records
A. Present Use: 42 light industrial Opstatus: OB
B. Present Owner: JACKSON ELKAN & IRENE TRS ETAL
PART V NOTES AND COMMENTS
The PUllman Co.'s Private Stean Laundry.--58info: 1.0 stories; 16400 sf; RED

& YEL/BEARRING WALL; ///EXTERIOR & INTERIOR WALL RRICK MASONRY . /——-SSaddrs:
46;9 MoLUKOJR.WAY /735 47th StT. /4629 L KING JR WY %% No Green Number. No
Original BP on fiche: A55472 alt; R70008 alt windows; B1913 alt. Nothing
found in BP by street on Grove or on 47th. Could this be pre 1906%777/also
ALB370 rep 462% Crove/bldg is at SW cor MLK & 47th ST/ =% Date for this bldg
as of now is 1914inc 1888¢c. In 1914 BB notes show fire here, 1915 inp jurps
-from 3000 to 5800 and Yosemite Laundry takes over. The mailn sectiecn of bldg,
along the south part of let, was inc'ed in 1914 repullding. The new
construction was along MLK JR Wy. On 1883 Sa rap brick rectangular bldg
drawn in. In Oakland Twnshp BB's of 1880 (platt bk-zlden

Printed for C:UBBLDC study, 04/05/93 16:05:18 CCHSIDEN.FRM rev.3/19/92
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I , I Oakland Cultural RBeritage Survey BUILDING PERMIT

TTTTT Oakland City Planning Department RESEARCH FORM .
(215

OCHS File Address: 4629 M_LJKING:JR:WE::ﬁm\\ Serialnum: 1435 Study: URM ~i¥33

Second Address/locEfion:
Assessor's Parcel No.:
Desgc. ; 1E high cne story
LF L-plan
DL on a double-ende

741-35 47TE sT
13=1164~29=

d lot

Prelim. Survey (Map 357):
Dc3 1910s aLT

Use Code: 42
Improvement Value: §

light industrial
95249

Permit number: GREENNUM from Sanborn Map 333

Other sources:
. BP BY STREET index:
Side of street:

N 8 E w Distance/dir.

unless ctherwise indicated:

from cross st.

Distance/dir. from cross st. Q{:¥°Q£
l-series possible permit #s: 714t =S
A-series possible permit #s: . ST er

—_ ADDRESS FICEE: Address typed on fiche:
 CONTRACT INDEXES {1884-9%, 1886-1908)
ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION: Info. from Ledger Book unless otherwise indicated.
[ ] Fiche Tray 28 [ ] Address Fiche [ } other? Source if not Bp: bb_
pre-BP: [ ] Edwards Trans. { ] caBN [ ] County Misec.Records [ ] Newspaper
Permit No.:
Date Issued: /7
Owner:
Contractor:
Architect:
Description:
Location:
Cost: S by: date:
Plans listed in index? [ ] ] Found? Yes No Date: { Reviewed? Date:

—. ADDRESS FICHE: alteraticns, additions, moving, demolition, etc. H629 /743 AL (s Ble g

e Permit| date description owner builder architect cost Jinsp
number{isgued . &rlo;:igipnf | & address & address & address
bsen7 37755 ikc'i: (LT)_?:L'{“M&::"‘:‘;‘F% ﬂt:’&*]im&», ™= Htaean Kg), ool 2pe0
£ rl o — ! lﬂ"
ASyy 7z |4/13/34 n::“jvc.]“%;}ts.lm wmaos | w o~ Chitngo i | mome.
Al LI =k it [ U T RESchoperh, 0637 ol | 278”
R \
ta bz7le |s/e Ut Jg\"- B —pte s Ly, Midier o Joe kS Lowie f£ybemiiein 20500

NOTES AND COMMENTS :

The PUllman Co.'s Priva=e Stear Laundry.--S8:nfa: 1 C sterses; 185400 sf; RED & YEL/BEARING
WALL; [/ /EXTERIOR & INTERIOR WALL BRICXK FASONRY . /--55zddrs: 4529 M.L.K.JR.WAY/735 47th
ST./4629M L KING JR Wy =« %o Green Numbar. No Sriginal BP on fiche: ASS472 alt; A70008 ai-
windows; B1%13 alt. Nething found in 8P by Street on Grove or on 474h. Could this pe pre
2806777 /alsc n48370 rep 46289 Grove/bldg 1s at SW cor MLK & 47th ST/ ** Date for this bidg
&8 of now Is 1%id1nc 188&c. Irn 1914 m3m notes show fire nere, 1915 imp jumps from 3000 ©o
SBOO and Yosemite Laundry takes over The main section of blidg, adlong the scuth part of
10t, was inc'ed in 1214 rebirlding. Thne new COnstructien was along MLK J; Wy. On 1888 sa
map brick rectangular bldg drawn 1o In Oaklang Twnshp BB's of i880(platt bk-alden
Tract),1884,1888,1891 all snow this lo= to be wvacant. Tn.s lot not in City BB's unti) 1898
because part of 1897 annex. 1936 Reverse Dir.: Pullman Co Laundry

OCHSRBE., FRM rev.5/12/92 Printed for the NCRU study 0S%/20/93 18:20:23



Oakland Cultural B
Oakland City Plann

olds

Prel,
Dist:
permits

Present Address or Location

13- 1164-29-0
4629 M L KING JR WY/741-35 47TH ST

Dec 1910s ALT

() Samborn: 357

R

uc=42 Desc: 1E LF DL

BUILDING
ESEARCH FORM

1902 Sanb:

Estimated Year

A. To narrow down original construction date, etc., check Historic Maps as follows:
1. First look at the historic Sanborn Insurance Co. Maps and record the following information:’

2} Maps which show the property (with or without building) are the following:

1) Map & . Yol # , Printed » Updated times to .
Z) Map # __, Vol #_ , Printed » Updated  "times to .
3) Map §____, Vol #___, Printed . Updated_ times to .

b} Circle number (above) of map which is the earliest showing the buiiding:
Building is shown on: DomgmaT Map; Update Only; [:] Can't Determine
" ¢) Locate the buitding as follows:.: Fe PR

1} Street name and address as sShown on map .
2} Side of street buitding is located on N, <, £, W
3} Distance from each szde of buﬂdmg to respectwe Street corners {sca'le 15 usua]‘ly ]"'-50 )

s Dvstance L Cross Street S

- Cross Street.” 7t il ©
d) Trace buﬂqu exacﬂy'as showﬁ"on earhest Sanborn and attach 0 descnbe as fo'i'lows

- '
- - oW

Cons truch on-

Y

P
Y Dhs

2. Next detemme 'locahf:n of nronerty ‘on Hap of Oak]and and V1c1n1ty (1912) and record the foﬂow ng:: :
; Tract/P]at Name(s Nc‘.ﬂ-\/\\i‘ra(}L +P0st-1906 Block No.(1g.’ pmnt) i ~Pre—'|906 Block ’~lo (sm- prmt)l“z—

3. If building appears to have been constructed prior to 1889, check the Birds- -Eye- Vwew Map(c ]87'1} for a s1m11ar
structure. —None- found.__If found, describe or sketch below or on reverse: ] .

o hevEx 897 T

and after -

e ri"itf
SFT G o

Jal 4. Conclusiohs based on map research: Building was constructed sometime prior to - o
;,{,lﬁv &LTwﬂsﬂP 68 5&_:459 co YT™+ G wed W,\ﬂAlteratmns are: D sianificant, minor, D not apparent
f“‘% 1% ‘alse VacenT Srepared by: Date:

» check City Tax Assessor's Block Books* {1877/78-1925) and Tax Assessment
Lot{s) on which buﬂdmg appears te be Jocated:

£. Jo find original constryction date, etc.

Rotls {1856/1927) and record data below:

CafCiby! - inC
Year | BB/R|Bk - Bl - Lot{s)] Owner ***lLan Improv. | PP ther Infg!deod notes in County
) ¢’ | tmprov: o 1889-90, OfT in 1884, etc.)
- -~ LT -_ ‘_\/ Pl .
- o I i i
S 314 +oe _-Zz_f.'.‘ﬂ/
1£98 - - % [k fondoldard e 2000 | e
JOJOC LQOZ/ 1‘11 - - !Z"'[(,_rz'{ ’[\ ‘m Tees (“‘V\P ru:}.fc{ on (2—)
1905 1o~ s~ | adaxd Trano it 6 o0 | oo g ( IL)
7 eyl -1igY - (nklted Trachon G, 2000 lssd_nen 2P VO &
C 17,4
= (767 S N P28 |Sonoihire - reasses s 1Al ol 250
(g2y 218 ii;!ci—m,q- 154NV ase e, .’_rumfrm (2 o [145D0 o¢ N AW
* Scale of mans in Rlock fResks 15 usua Ty 1U=507,
** fssessments for land <u:‘."\f’ @ppear only In the assess-ent rolls, not the Block hooks. Figures in the Ytork books
unzecomzanied by netatoons fsuck as "Ima" or “pn'} usually refer to imorovements.
., lorrents b ’?‘fsf_ HOBS‘H . -
T ‘%-.e— Y :// ey u e "‘CACO-.:.//’/ "*j /3 "/2_ ﬁﬁp{’ e
CTL TSR I B TTA A + LA
< Le- TEL PRI SA ONE-LR C/L‘“‘ "7 @ Jhae Prepzred by: Date:
I k .
Tt DT nave oF tie original cwner 1s found, check e Dereciories {(185%-Present) to see 1f Droperiy was OWREr-OCoUPiEd
I 0. Is owner Visted 1n Jakiand City D:rectory? ves {years crecked ] holyears checked_ )
2 I¥ lvsted, copy 19sting exgctly

* check zt eng of Owner coiumn ¢ SR form st o
orm started I“reaered By: Date:
T Lontgiusions: heeas Crzin of Title Research CRIGINAL QWNER:
At L epaeneda it Ea - T T
e “—,,1:245‘r33< g?iha fiteration Perrit Research CAT2(5) CONSTRUTTED:
] ther
| —
rev. 11783 T hd draa man e gor Al (9077 Peviewec by: Te.e:




/7 \ PLACE TO NAME
I [ I Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey (INDUSTRIAL /COMMERCIAL) PN
TITIT Oakland City Planning Department RESEARCH FORM

"= File Rhddress: 4629 M L KING JR WY/741-35 47TH ST Sanborn 357 Prel. Dc3
0ld address: 1951 Sanb. p. 333 s

1902 sanb. p.
Estdate: 15105 ALT
APN: 13-1164-29-0 Dist: Use: 42 Desc: 1E LF DL

: : date: desc: .

PE_R“}?QIg ov/mer / /(Lbrg-cdsmicr. C.oqﬁ> L7o) C-vn,,,atf U,..‘..,_/J =_a{={f,ﬁ-b ﬁv-mso:snzl-”'-\{‘?%““" v LOC.H {d P\J““"‘"‘“\
*ﬁ@&%&ﬁfuuf C@,JHK&?fﬁu#&QGm“_'ﬁﬁmmﬂ Noben b
Mk - - - - - 470 - wiILL ic‘lﬁ’{/!ﬁu

3 . 8 " ~Plieekan pee IHicelle, vp 1422 Grve.

N0 - (Meetos ¢ Weile, | “ - ‘
Moy = " 660 Fomicha
oo w " LLO Rmallin

SANBORN MAPS:

€.1951 "Z MAP" (& GN map} page: 333 color*: RzC compare: S {Structure: 1IW )
*brick mixed with wood frame,metal cladding
Pullman Co. Private Steam Laundry

REVERSE DIRECTORIES ETC.
1836 Kelts Geographical Directory

RS & Pullman co Laundry

> fqzy/;rqz%‘ - w{ = z:{ep'?")_li_ﬂomas ey U628 Grove
993 w o UV Thianes Ry I-\O!(;? - “

— 1427 glso Pull—an G E‘f“}"‘"‘i" freaty YO L ffow

1967 Polk's Oakland Directory
Stone's Linen Supply

Other?

BLOCK BOOKS: 18252 others?

NOTES:
The PUllman Co.'s Private Steanm Laundry.--5S8info: 1.0 stories; 158400 sf; RED & YEL/BEARING
whLL; ///EXTERICR & INTERIQR WALL BRICK PASOKRY. /~-S5Saddrs: 4625 M.L.K.JR.WAY /735 47th
ST./4628M L KING JR WY ** No Green Numper. No original BP on fiche: A55472 alt; AI70008 al:
windows; B1313 al+, Nothing found in BP by stree: on Grove ©r on 47th. Could this be pre
19067272 /also a48370 rep 4629 CGrove/bldg is at SW cor MLX & 47th 5T/ *~ Date for this bldg a:
©f now 1s 1%14:inc 1888c. In 1814 BB notes show fire here, 1215 imp jumps from 3000 to 5800
and Yosemite Laundry takes over. The main section of bldg, lcocng the south part of let, was
in } SA map brick

0

K JR Wy. On 1888
tangular bldg drawn in. In Oakland Twnshp BB's of 1880 (platt bk-Alden
s 1o

&
'ed in 1914 rebuilding. The new constructicn was along ML
a lat
act),1884,1688,18%) all show this los to be vacant. This 1ot not in City BB's until 1898
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"OLXZAND ~ND BEAKZLEY'S FIRST ZLECTRIC ay"

by
rle Charles Eznson

14

18915 with the opening of the Cakland and Berkeley Rapid Transit
Comrany's Grove Street Line between Ozkland and Berkeley. Harély
had service begun on this 3 foot 6 inch gauge electric liipe when
the nzme of the company was changed to the Cakland Consolidated
treet Railway Company--perhaps a forewarning of what was to follow,
for the electric rallway compzany names in the Eastbay have been
changing ever since., The firs+ 28 cars of the pioneer electric line
were bullt by the Stockton Combine Earvester and Agricultural works
of Stockton, Califernia. These cars were of the California type
like today'!s California Strest cable cars. Most of the cars had four-—
window long closed sections, and the deck-roof was only over this
central section. The trucks were under the open sections which had
outward-facing seats. Some of the cars such as Number 11 were of .
the California type with short drop platforms with outward-facing
Seats and had a nine-window long closed bedy. The trucks on this
type of car were under the closed section. The early day rider of
the nineties liked his fresh air so that the middle thrse windows
and panels of the closed section on cars such as the 11 were removed
10 create a center open section. Stops wWere installed where *he
fifth window had been giving the car a center entrance as well as
the end entrances. Among the original 28 cars were four cars with
& convertible central section--6 windows long~- the panels on this
section couwld be removed to make the entires car open.

[ Electric street railway service Degan in the Eastbay in May

A1l of these cars were 31 feet long and were on double
trucks. ZEach car was equizped with two fifteen-horsepnower Thomson-
Houston motors--quits a cohtrast to the Tour 65-hp General Electric
201's which Bay irea's 271 has today. Trucks used on the Oakland
Consolidated Street Railway Company's 28 cars were of Bemis, Brill,
Peckham, and Mcluire make. It is interesting to note that *he Brill
trucks used were of the Tirst raximum traction type developed by
that noted builger.

Route cof the pioneer electric line was from 2rnd and Brozd-
way, via 2nd street to Franklin, Franklin to 13th Street, 13th Strzet
to Grove, and Grove to 47th Street and Grove where %he long single-

Lrack Berkeley loop began. TFrom 47th and Grove the track went along
Grove Street io Center Straet, vast cn Certar fo Cxfors Sireet, vest
on Oxfeord to Lllster ey, ezst on Slis-on neY te Dana 3urs t, south

ch Danz to' Iwis &7, %28T on Deigrnt Vayv 1o Shattuck, south on
Snattuck to TE8T, ALI west on 47t Sirest to Greve Street wWrhere
the trzck zp ned those on Grove Strea- =% thisz poin:t were loc-
ated the car cover house, &nd offices of <he Calklar? and Zerk-
eley nmazid T Ccmpany whnich for zost of its indepenient axictarce
Wa&S Enown s texland Tonsolida-ed Street Eazilway Company., These
oulldirgs are g=il1 5tending todaye-washned un as = carrhcuse as early
as 1C04--trnev zre row lfed DYV the Pullman Cempany for its rauniryv,



in both direction witk four

00D wus cper
way, Oakizrnd, The verticzl hard

T ley agtad
cars each being run from 2nd and 3roz
o n

i a
rails, trolley zoles, headlights ané other trimmings were pzinted
elther red or Slue to derote which dirsction the cars ran around the
3erkaley Loop. In the 18S0C's, the corpanly wzg not Loo sure zbout
electric lights so that the 1ittls czrs carried both cil and elect-
ric headlights. The electric healdligh“s were mounted on the roof
while the 0il head lamps were on the dash.

The branch lines of the Oaklznd Consclidatagd Street Railway
were the 40th Street, the 16th Street, and the Vest 8th Street Lines.
The 40th Street branch began and 40th and Grove, went ezst on 40th
to Broadway, north on 3roadvweay to 4lst, east on 41st to Howe Street,
and north on Howe Street to a point about one and a2 half blocks into
the Catholic Cemetery. This branch brought the Oakland Consclidated
Street Railweay into direct competiticn with the Consolidated Piedmont
Cyble Company's Piedmont AVenue Line ang its construction influenced
tge later company to re-construct this line as a cable road instead of
1ts l4th Street branch which had been slated for a cable before Pied-
mont Avenue. The west 16th Street line ran from 16th and Grove, west
on 16th to Center st. along Center to 17th 3t, and west on 17th St. to
Wood St, thence via Wood St. to 16th and Wood Streets. The Yiest 8th
Street line began at 13th znd Grove Streets, south on Grove to 8th St.
west on 8th to Pine St. south on Pine St. to 7th St. and terminated at
this point. This later line was closed *o the 7th St, steam suburban
service of the Southern Paeific whose Oakland local passengers rode
free in the nineties, Eowever, the new electric service with its five
cent fare was able to attract enough riders to make the line pay.

<

-
+
u

As early as 1893, zir brakes had been tried on the narrow gauge
electric cars of the Oaklang Consolidated Street Railway Company.
HOWeVer, the long-lever hand brake was the standard equipment. The
Westinghouse storage air brake system was the one tried. In thls system

~~~there were no compressers carried on the cars. A large compressor was

!
!
“

installed at the car-barn at 47th and Grove Streets, and the zir brakes
on the air brake cars had their tanks charged from a stanpipe at this
location with compressed air at 150 1lbs. presser. This charging took
about a minute or two,and one charge was found to be sufficient for
slx hours. Two charges were enough to keep the air brakes on the air
brake cars in air for the entire days schedule,

To supply the electricity for the twenty-eight cars, there were
two 3C0-hp Frazser and Chalmers condensing engines which were connected
to the same shaft and flywheel. From this wheel, there were two contin-
uous rope belts used to drive z pulley on a jackshaft from which 114-np
Edison Generaters were driven bv means of pulleys and leather helts.,
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on the piler waiting for the Terry boats. However, ten year
the Key Route was to builé the Key Pier along faTr more -ambhi<
plans than those drawn up in 13¢

ta)

The Ozkland Transit Compeny was formesd on Marh 1, 18g8, <o
take over the Ozkland Consolidated Street Rellway Company, the
Central Avenue Railway Company, the Alameda Oakland and Piedmont
Llectrie Hailroad Company, the Piedmont and Mountain View Railway ‘
Company (earlier name Consolidated Piadmont Cable Co.,) the EZast ..
Cakland Street Reilway Company, the California Railway, and the
Highland Park and Fruit-Vale Reilroad. In 1501, this company tcok
over the Oakland Railroad which by now was a standard gauge electric
system to form the Cakland Transit Consclidated. The Oaklang Railroads
lines were the Telegraph Avenue line, the San Pablo Avenue line,
and the shuttle line on Alcatraz Avenue, between Lorin(south Berkeley)
and Telegraph ivenue. This company had in 1899, built the first -
portion of the new defunct Euclid ivenne line in Berkeley, from
Shattuck Square to Hilgard and Euclid Avenues. Better Troutling was
Now possible, and the standarg gauged track along Shattuck was
connected up with the Telegraph ivemue line. 0f course, at this
time the gauge on Shattuck hagd been changed to standard gauge., At
about the same time, the Grove Street trackage was rebuilt into a
standard gauge line from 20th and San Pablo Avenue., to Lorin., For
sometime after thils two narrow gauge cars were run on Grove street
north from Lorin, to Berkeley station via Grove and Center:Sireets,

The standard gauging of the original electric line was complated
on Qctober 1, 1904, At this *ime the tracks on Center Street were
abandoned, and the extention on Grove Stree: to Uniyersity Ave, znd
east on University aAve. %o Shattuck Ave. was put in service, Thus
the days of the narrow gauge electric street railway between Oakland
and Berkeley were ended. At first the Grove St. car %racks were laid
on the east side of Adeline St. and crossed the Southern Pacific
tracks at Woolsey St. When the ¥Xey Route began in 1903, its mainline
was single track at Lorin, between Grove ang Woolsey Streets to allow

room for the street car tracks,

The narrow gauge street cars did not go cut with the change of
gauge, however; Placed on standard gauge trucks with more powerful
motors, they became noted for their speed. However, the cars ¥nown
as the Lehighs,( purchased from the Lehigh Valley Co. Pa.) had set
a higher standard to street cars in Oakland, and all the later cars
Were somewhat longer and hevier than the original rolling stock.

The little former narrow gauge street cars disapeared ocne Dy cne, but

ohe of the original electrie cars was to remgin un+dl 1236, This was
the Oekiznd and Serkeley Zapid Trznsis Company's number 4, wnich is
Dest remembereg 0¥ its last numbher, —he 104, For many years it served
as the wrecker at Central Cer-Zouse, near Lake derritty 0f course,
1ts unicue little clerestcry nad beern lonz zone when the car was
Tinally retired, but there was Tucn about it still to recall the
eleciric railway 2eys of the 1:2%C's when the Cakliand and Serkelav
Rapld Transit Coumpany started =—ne “irge giectric line which finrg=
4rove trne Southern Pacific inte <the electric stree* Tallway Tusiness
in Oekland, The 104's 1i°s sran ol 4% years has been egualed hu- a
very few Times,
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I (’ akland-Berkeley line opened 80 years ago this month on Grove Street
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Iy HARRE W, DEMORD
Tribune Staff Writer

Elghty years ago this month
the first eleetrie streetear
sparked out Grove Street to
Berkeley, and “rapid transit”
was born in the Rastbay., |

The Tribune reported on

4 May 12, 1091, that at 5:30 a.m.

the first exr rolled smoothly
out of the car barn 2t 47th and
Grove Streets in Oakland.
Unlike the still uncompleted
rapid traosit system of the
1950s, the Oakland and Berke-
ley Rapid Transit Co. operat-
ed that first day with no prob-
lems worthy of mention, The
Trilmne reported.
“Downtown and in fact
along he line of Lhe road, the
cars attracted almost as
much attention as a circus,”
Ihe Tribune noted,
“Enthusiastic residents and
property owners, whe have

, been longing for the cars to

start, hung out.flags on their
door-posts, and at the differ-
ent flagstaffs along the line of
the road the Stars and Stripes
fluttered in joyous commemo-
ralion,” the paper reporied.

The Tribune devoted much
of page ene to the opening of
the line and one headline was:
“On a Broomstick Train.”
This was a reference to the
trolly pole that drew electrici-
ty from the overhead wire,

The electrical  eguipment
was of the Sprague type, fol-
lowing the patents of Frank
Sprague, a young electrical
genus and Annapolis gradu-
ate, who resigned his commis-
sion to work on electrical

problems, Sprague bullt what
is consideved the st success-
ful electrie strect ralway; il
opened in 1888 in Kichimoend,
Va,

The Oakland-Beikeley lme
wus among the hrst suceess-
ful electric railways on the
Pacific Coast, San Juse hav-
ing eecently abandoned @ rinl
way that deew power lrom an
underground condutt, A s
tar street railway also 1w
opened in 1891 in San Francws-
co.

‘The sleek new Bay Area
Rapid Transit trains are
ruch more sophisticiated than
the infant sparkers of 80 yems
ago, but follow the same basic
electrieal and mechanieal
technology.

The Liggest problem siow-
ing the opening of the rabwiy
was a legal queek. Oakfand’
granted the company a fran-
chise for use of the streets,
but then it was discovered the
city had no- power to make
such grants to rmlroads pow-
ered by electricity. Previous-
ly, Oakland had only steam,
horse and cable rabways, all
of which were allowed by the
city charter. A balle oc-
curred in the, State Lepista-
ture, but thd ety securcd the
necessary  authorizabion  and
constenetion wis nol seriowsly
delayed.

George McNamr, a wealthy

grain merchant, was presi-
dent of the line. James Gam-
ble of Piedment, = Western
Union executive, {irst pro-
posed the idea, and developed
the plan after seeing a sue-
cessful instadlation wn Seattle.

;/;'/ Y OEIrY

BART twrned to an aero-
space manufacturer, the Rohr
Corp,, for ils  soplistieated
electme cars The uolley line
boupht its fust ears from a
Farm implement company, the
Stockton Combune, Harvester
and Aprcultural Works, They
wore st mnoappearance o
the cable cats on Cahforma
Street 1 San IFrancisco.

The line termunated at Sec-
onid Street and Broadway in
Cakland. it ran to Berkeley on
Franklin, 13th and Grove
sStreets. {t branched o bwo
hines at 47th and Grove slreet,
with ene contimung oul Grove
to Berkeley, and eventnally to
the Umyersity of Califorioa,
and the other hine also gowmy
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