
 

July 28, 2009 

Ms. Barbara J. Jakub, P.G. 
Hazardous Materials Specialist 
Alameda County Environmental Health  
1131 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 250 
Alameda, California  94502-6577 

RE: Former New Century Beverage Plant 
      1150 Park Avenue 
      Emeryville, California  94608 
      ACEH Fuel Leak Case #RO0000064 
      Geotracker Global ID #T060010011 

WA Job #14-1882-02 

Dear Ms. Jakub: 

On behalf of The Pepsi Bottling Group (PBG), this letter presents information requested during a 
meeting on March 19, 2009 between Alameda County Environmental Health (ACEH) and 
representatives of PBG, the former owner of the New Century Beverage (NCB) site referenced above 
(Figure 1).  The NCB site is now owned by Pixar Animation Studios.  The meeting purpose was to 
discuss ACEH’s request1 for additional site investigation of an underground fuel tank (UST) release 
at the former plant that was investigated and remediated in the 1990s.  Based on the information 
collected, this letter also requests a no further action letter from your agency for the former UST.   

INFORMATION REQUESTED IN MARCH 2009 MEETING 

Our responses to your requests for the additional information are provided below. 

Map of Former Site Boundaries.  During the meeting, we summarized that the NCB site and 
adjacent properties were sold and re-parceled after PBG sold the site in 1995 to facilitate 
redevelopment of the area.  Consequently, different portions of the former NCB site have been 
owned by different entities.  Some of these entities prepared ACEH-approved human health risk 
assessments and/or risk management plans for their properties, including the portions that previously 
comprised the NCB site.  These documents are associated with other ACEH case files and apparently 
have not been linked to the former NCB site in ACEH’s file system.  Figure 2 depicts the 
approximate locations of property boundaries established since 1995 in relation to the original NCB 
site.   

Additional Case Documents:  ACEH acknowledged that the requests made in its November 5, 2008 
letter were not based on a complete case file during the March meeting.  In an attempt to assist in 

                                                   
1  Letter from Ms. Barbara J. Jakub, P.G., ACEH Hazardous Materials Specialist addressed to Mr. Chester G. Grywczynski of 

Pepsi Bottling Group, Inc.; Mr. Jerry Tidwell of New Century Beverages; and Mr. Tim Havel of Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, 
November 5, 2008, 4 pp. 

dehloptoxic
DEH LOP



July 28, 2009 
Ms. Barbara J. Jakub P.G. 

2

completing ACEH’s case file, PBG has uploaded copies of the following documents to ACEH’s ftp 
site: 

• Case Closure Review and Well Abandonment Request letter from the ACEH that approved 
the proposal to abandon the site monitoring wells and stated that the ACEH would review the 
site for case closure.  Letter dated January 16, 1998. 
 

• Letter from ACEH Hazardous Materials Specialist Susan Hugo to Mr. Tom Carlisle of Pixar 
Animation Studios that approved the Final Risk Management Plan for Pixar Village, dated 
May 18, 1998.   
 

• Letter from ACEH Hazardous Materials Specialist Susan Hugo to Mr. Ron Gerber of the 
Emeryville Redevelopment Agency that approved the Human Health Risk Assessment for the 
Proposed Emeryville Village Center, which encompassed a portion of the former NCB site.  
Letter dated December 9, 1999. 

 
• Risk Management Plan Addendum for Phase II Development, Pixar Animation Studios, 

prepared by Erler & Kalinowski, Inc. and submitted in September 2004.  Appendix A of this 
document contains the Final Risk Management Plan for Pixar Village, prepared by Erler & 
Kalinowski, Inc., dated April 7, 1998. 

• Risk Management Plan Addendum No. 2 for Phase II Development, Pixar Animation Studios, 
prepared by Erler & Kalinowski, Inc. and submitted in September 30, 2008. 

• Letter from RWQCB Executive Office Bruce H. Wolfe to Mr. Tom Carlisle of Pixar 
Animation Studios that approved Addendum No. 2 of the RMP, dated January 28, 2009. 
 

Map Showing All NCB Site Borings:  ACEH requested a single map that shows the location of all 
borings advanced on the NCB site.  Figure 3 presents the locations of 107 soil borings that PBG 
advanced and 14 groundwater monitoring wells that PBG installed to investigate potential chemical 
source areas related to NCB’s operations.   

Cross-Section Near Remedial Excavation for UST #1:  A cross-section of the subsurface from 
former monitoring well MW-8 to the remedial excavation for UST#1 is presented in Figure 4, and 
the location of the section is shown on Figure 3.  The purpose of the cross-section is to demonstrate 
that the remedial excavation of UST #1 was not intended to remove all hydrocarbon-impacted soil.  
The remediation objective was to remove “impacted unsaturated soil.”2  Thus, soil samples from 10 
feet deep in boring B-48 and from 10 feet deep in boring B-40, which contained 1.5 and 1.7 
milligrams per kilogram (mg/kg) benzene, respectively, were not remediated, as these locations were 
below the highest water table measured in adjacent monitoring wells. 

Geotechnical Data for Backfill of Remedial Excavation:  Attachment A includes a copy of the 
Results of Soil Compaction Testing, prepared by G.W. Materials Testing.  This document confirms 
that “sandy, gravelly clay” was backfilled in the tankpit after the July 1994 removal of UST #1, and 

                                                   
2 Remedial Action Plan for the New Century Beverage Company Facility, 1150 Park Avenue, Emeryville, California, prepared by 

Weiss Associates for New Century Beverage Company, January 27, 1995. 
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that the backfill was compacted to a minimum density of 90% relative compaction.  No geotechnical 
data was found for the soil backfilled into the remedial excavation that occurred south of the UST 
tankpit in October 1995.   

REQUEST FOR NO FURTHER ACTION 

In our meeting, we discussed that potential human health risks due to residual hydrocarbons from the 
UST release are likely managed by Pixar’s Risk Management Plan (RMP), which your agency and 
the Regional Water Quality Control Board approved.3  Since our meeting, Weiss Associates has 
obtained a copy of the RMP, two addenda, and a RWQCB approval letter for the second addendum 
and have confirmed that the RMP does in fact address the UST.  We have uploaded these documents 
to your agency’s ftp site and have confirmed with RWQCB caseworker Mr. Mark Johnson that the 
RWQCB is monitoring current site construction and long-term site management activities in 
accordance with the RMP.   

PBG is satisfied that the RWQCB’s oversight of the property owner’s RMP adequately addresses 
potential current and future risks associated with the UST.  On behalf of PBG, we respectfully 
request that the ACEH provide a letter that rescinds its November 5, 2008 letter and states that the 
ACEH does not require any further action by PBG in regards to the ACEH’s oversight of this UST.   

I trust this letter satisfies your requests.  Please call Mr. Ray Plock at (510) 655-7343 or me at (510) 
450-6143 if you have any questions or comments. 

Sincerely, 

 
Thomas Fojut, P.E., P.G., C.Hg. 
Project Manager 

 
cc:  Ms. Donna Drogos, P.E., Alameda County Environmental Health 

Mr. Mark Detterman, Alameda County Environmental Health 
Mr. Mark Johnson, Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Mr. Tom Carlisle, Pixar Animation Studios 
Mr. Ron Gerber, Emeryville Redevelopment Agency 
Mr. Ray Plock, P.E., Raymond Plock & Associates 
Ms. Wendy Smith, Pepsi Bottling Group 
Mr. Paul Wilson, Pepsi Bottling Group  

                                                   
3 Letter from Ms. Susan L. Hugo, ACEH Hazardous Materials Specialist addressed to Mr. Tom Carlisle of Pixar Animation 

Studios, cosigned by Mr. Ravi Arulanantham, RWQCB Staff Toxicologist, May 18, 1998, 1 pp. 
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Figure 1. Site Vicinity Map—Former New Century Beverage Company Facility, 1150 Park Avenue, Emeryville, 
California
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Figure 2. Former and Current Property Boundaries for the Site and Adjacent Properties—Former New Century Beverage Company Plant, 1150 Park Avenue, Emeryville, California
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Figure 3.  Ground Water Monitoring Well and Soil Boring Locations, Former New Century Beverage Company Facility, 1150 Park Avenue, Emeryville, California
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Figure 4. A-A' Cross-Section, Former New Century Beverage Company, 1150 Park Avenue, Emeryville, California

1371-904_cross_section.ai 05/05/09

11/ 0.040

0

Former Ground Surface

B-24

4/ 0.13

B-18

1/ <0.005

A A'

20

40

E
le

va
tio

n,
 f

ee
t 

ab
ov

e 
m

ea
n 

se
a 

le
ve

l D
epth, feet below

 ground surface (at M
W

-12)

MW-13B-48

3/ 0.007

MW-12 B-40

64/ 0.098

390/ 1.7

EX1-99-15-10

EX1-95-8-5

EX1-86-27-10

470/ 1.5

MW-8 
(B-34)

<1/ <0.005

<1/ <0.005

1/ <0.005
16/ <0.005

<1/ <0.005

20

10

30

30

10

0 ft

0

EXPLANATION
Notes:  
1) Figure 3 shows location of A-A'.
2) Except for MW-8 and B-40, all borings, monitoring wells and confirmation 
    sample locations are projected onto the section. 
3) MW-8 is collocated with soil boring B-34, therefore, results of soil samples 
    from this boring are given.
4) Ground surface elevations for boring logs approximated from monitoring well 
     ground surface elevations.

Highest water table 
measured in well

Approximate location of 
confirmation soil sample. 
(TPH-G/benzene soil 
concentrations mg/kg; 1995)

Remedial excavation; 
backfilled with clean soil

Soil boring

Former monitoring well with 
screened interval shown

0.29/ 0.12

Total petroleum hydrocarbons (TPH) as 
gasoline/benzene concentrations in 
soil, milligrams per kilogram (1994)

Former surface grade

120 ft60 ft 240 ft180 ft

11/ 0.040

Lowest water table 
measuerd in well



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 
RESULTS OF SOIL COMPACTION TESTING 




















