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April 22, 2015 
 

Ms. Karel Detterman 

Alameda County  

Environmental Health Services 

1131 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 250 

Alameda, California  94502 

 

 

SUBJECT Response to Comments and Work Plan Addendum  

  Exterior Additional Soil and Soil Vapor Assessment Work Plan 

Dry Clean 580 and Adjacent Retail Units 

3735 East Castro Valley Boulevard 

Alameda County LOP No. RO 3097 

 

Ms. Detterman: 

 

On behalf of Weingarten Realty Investors (Weingarten), Cardno ATC is conducting soil and soil vapor 

assessment at the subject site (see Site Vicinity Map, Figure 1).  As part of additional assessment in the 

exterior parking lot southeast of the retail units, Cardno ATC prepared a Work Plan entitled Exterior 

Additional Soil and Soil Vapor Assessment Work Plan, dated December 19, 2014 (Work Plan).  In electronic 

correspondence dated March 31, 2014 (Appendix A), Alameda County Environmental Health (ACEH) 

provided comments and requested clarification of specific items proposed in the Work Plan.  On April 10, 

2015, personnel of Cardno ATC and ACEH further discussed the comments and requested clarifications 

via conference call. This Addendum responds to the comments and proposes additional work. 

 

Comment 1:  Provide Rationale for Placement of Additional Dual-Completion Soil Vapor Sampling Wells 

 

The scope of work proposed in the Work Plan was developed in response to Item 2 in ACEH’s electronic 

correspondence dated September 30, 2014 (Appendix A), and subsequent verbal communications.  The 

discussion presented in Item 2 concerns the potential source and extent of the petroleum hydrocarbon 

(predominantly benzene), and the potential impact to reductive dechlorination of the halogenated volatile 

organic compounds (HVOCs).  The locations of soil vapor sampling wells (SVS) wells SV-16 through SV-
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21 (Figure 2) were selected to delineate the lateral extent of the vapor-phase benzene, and to determine a 

potential source of benzene based on concentration gradients.  The location of SVS well SV-22 was 

selected to evaluate the vertical extent of vapor-phase benzene in the area with highest previously reported 

concentration.  The distribution of reported vapor-phase HVOCs and benzene concentrations overlap but 

are not coincident. 

 
After discussion with ACEH, Cardno ATC concurs that vertical assessment within the laterally defined 

HVOC area will be beneficial and may provide useful data for remediation, if warranted.  In addition, 

installation of the additional SVS wells will be most cost-efficient if done during the same mobilization as 

the vapor-phase benzene assessment.  We therefore propose two additional dual-completion SVS wells at 

the locations shown on Figure 2.  Well SV-23 will be installed midway between SV-1 and SV-6.  Well SV-

24 will be installed midway between wells SV-7 and SV-11.  These locations coincide with the approximate 

areas of highest concentrations of vapor-phase perchloroethylene and vinyl chloride, and will provide data 

regarding the vertical concentration profiles, attenuation, and natural bioremediation potential. 

 

The two additional dual-phase SVS wells will be drilled, constructed and sampled pursuant to the methods 

described in the original Work Plan. 

 

Comment 2: Provide Rationale for Selection of Soil Samples for Laboratory Analyses 

 

Selection of soil samples or laboratory analyses will be based on: 

• Field observations during drilling and logging (including PID readings). 

• The vertical soil horizon with highest residual HVOC and petroleum hydrocarbon concentrations 

in the nearest soil borings. 

• The deepest sample collected. 

Based on field conditions and PID readings, the sample frequency may be reduced to two per boring. 

 

Comment 3:  Updated Reference for CRWQCB ESLs 

 

The CRWQCB-Bay Area reference is updated to the 2013 version, for both the sample protocol (User’s 

Guide) and screening levels (ESLs).  The other references are current. 

 

Comment 4: Human Health Risk Assessment Note 5: 

 

The Human Health Risk Assessment Note 5 (DTSC/HERO, August 2014) reference refers to indoor air 

and is not applicable to the exterior assessment, but will be used to recently collected indoor air and sub-

slab data.    
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Please contact Mr. Gabe Stivala, Cardno ATC’s senior project manager for this site, at (916) 923-1097 or 

at gabe.stivala@cardno.com or with any questions regarding this report. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
John Bobbitt 
P.G. 4313, C.H.G. 938 
for Cardno ERI 
707 766 2000 
Email: john.bobbitt@cardno.com 

Gabe Stivala 
Senior Project Manager 
for Cardno ATC 
916 923 1097 
Email: gabe.stivala@cardno.com 

 

Enclosures 

 

Figure 1  Site Vicinity Map 

Figure 2  Proposed Additional Soil Vapor Points 

 

Appendix A  Regulatory Correspondence 

 

Cc: Mr. Chuck Gurney, Weingarten Realty Investors 

 Mr. Thomas J. Treacy, John Hancock Life Insurance Company USA 
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