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September 21, 2012 

 

Ms. Barbara Jakub, P.G. 

Hazardous Materials Specialist 

Alameda County Health Care Services Agency 

Department of Environmental Health – Local Oversight Program 

1131 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 250 

Alameda, CA 94502-6577 

Subject: Documentation of Site Monitoring Well Decommissioning: – 2836 Union Street, 

Oakland, California (Alameda County Health Case No. RO0002901 and Water Board 

GeoTracker Global ID T0600105641) 

Dear Ms. Jakub, 

INTRODUCTION AND WORK SUMMARY 

Stellar Environmental Solutions, Inc. (Stellar Environmental) is pleased to provide you with this 

report documenting the permitted closure or decommissioning of nine (9) groundwater 

monitoring wells in response to the Alameda County Environmental Health Services (ACEH) 

letter, dated August 16, 2012.  All nine wells were located at the former Modern Mail Express, 

Inc., facility located at 2836 Union Street, Oakland, California.  The work was performed in 

accordance with our proposal of August 23, 2012, on behalf of the property owner, Ms. Elana 

Aabas, Trustee of the Lawrence M. Wadler Revocable Trust.   

In a letter from the ACEH dated July 5, 2012, it was concluded that site remediation of 

petroleum hydrocarbons resulting from a former onsite leaking underground storage tank was 

complete and no further action/remediation of the site is needed. A copy of the ACEH letter 

dated August 16, 2012 requesting the destruction of the  site groundwater monitoring wells is 

included in Attachment A. Figure 1 is a site location map.  Figure 2 is a site plan showing the 

location of the decommissioned wells.  

This letter report provides the final documentation of the monitoring well decommissioning. 

Stellar Environmental’s scope of work to close the 9 monitoring wells included: 

dehloptoxic
DEHLOP
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 Obtaining the Alameda County Public Works Agency (ACPWA) water resources well 

closure permits and City of Oakland excavation permit; 

 Closing the 9 monitoring wells in accordance with ACPWA specifications; 

 Preparing and submitting to the ACPWA and the Department of Water Resources 

(DWR), the DWR Well Completion Reports (Form 188);  

 Completing this documentation report for submittal to the ACEH, the Regional 

Groundwater Quality Control Board GeoTracker database and the Lawrence Wadler 

Revocable Trust; and.  

 Submit a request to the City of Oakland to rescind the encroachment permit for the two 

wells that were located in the parking lane fronting the 2836 Union Street property.   

MONITORING WELLS DESCRIPTION AND SITE INSPECTIONS 

The wells were originally installed in September 2006 by Resonant Sonic Drilling Inc., under 

ACPW permit numbers W2006-0820 through W2006-0824.  The wells were installed as nested 

pairs; each pair consisting of a shallow well (13 feet deep) and a deep well (25 feet deep).   A 

description of the wells decommissioned during this latest project event is provided in the 

following table.  

 

Summary of Decommissioned Site Wells 

Well ID 
Well Depth 

(feet below ground surface) 

Well Casing (ID) 

MW-1A/B nested wells:  13 and 25 feet 1-inch PVC 

MW-2A/B nested wells:  13 and 25  1-inch PVC 

MW-3A/B nested wells:  13 and 25  1-inch PVC 

MW-4A/B nested wells:  13 and 25  1-inch PVC 

MW-5B * 25 feet 1-inch PVC 

* Former shallow well, MW-5A, nested with MW-5B was previously destroyed on September 27, 2007                                                 

during implementation of a remedial excavation. 
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WELL CLOSURE ACTIVITIES 

Prior to well closure, we obtained the ACPWA well closure permit and scheduled the required 

ACPWA site inspection. In addition, an excavation permit was obtained from the City of 

Oakland for the two wells located in the city right-of way on Union Street. Copies of these 

permits are included in Appendix A. Attachment B contains photodocumentation of well closure 

activities.  

The well destruction was conducted by Enprobe Environmental Drilling, a licensed well driller 

(California C-57 license No. 777007), as required by the State of California under the oversight 

of Stellar Environmental. Attached Figure 2 shows the locations of the decommissioned wells. 

The decommissioning of the nine wells (4 nested pairs and one solitary well) occurred on 

September 10
th

 and 11
th

, 2012.  

The wells were decommissioned using a GeoProbe Trac Rig that was capable of turning 6-inch 

diameter hollow-stem augers. The first task was to remove the well box, metal sleeve and 

surrounding surface concrete. The well was then destroyed by over-drilling the PVC well casing 

to the total depth of each well.  Once the auger reached native soil below the total well depth, the 

inner auger rods were retracted and a PVC tremie pipe was inserted through the hollow stem 

auger to the bottom of the bore. Cement grout was poured through the PVC tremie pipe to the 

bottom of the bore as the auger flights were pulled out of the ground, thereby grouting the bore 

void from the bottom up to approximately 3 - 5 feet below ground surface.  The remaining void 

was then filled with fast drying concrete to surface or with soil in the area of MW-3A/B that was 

located within an open planter ground surface.  

Ms. Vicky Hamlin, inspector with the ACPWA was onsite to witness the well closure activities 

each day. Mr. Yung Chen of the City of Oakland with the Public Works Agency inspected the 

site on September 11, 2012. There was no significant wastewater generated during the well 

closures. All well casing debris and drill soil wastes generated during the destruction were 

drummed in DOT-approved 55-gallon drums for subsequent disposal to a landfill facility. The 

waste disposal documentation is contained in Attachment A. 

On behalf, of the Lawrence M. Wadler Revocable Trust, Stellar Environmental prepared and 

submitted to ACPWA and the DWR, the required DWR Well Completion Reports.  Copies of 

the DWR reports are included as Attachment C.   
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The conditions of the site closure have been met and the last nine site monitoring wells closed 

under permit by ACPWA.   Stellar Environmental understands that the site landowner form is on 

file with ACEH and that this well decommissioning is the final step in achieving site closure, and 

subsequently the property owners (the Lawrence M. Wadler Revocable Trust) can look forward 

to receiving the “No Further Action” letter from ACEH and the Regional Water Quality Control 

Board (Water Board).  Once the “No Further Action” letter is issued, the case is officially closed 

on the Water Board’s public GeoTracker database.  

Stellar Environmental appreciates the opportunity to have provided the requested technical 

services to the Lawrence M. Wadler Revocable Trust.  Please call us at 510-644-3123 if you 

have any questions. 

We declare, under penalty of perjury, that the information and/or recommendations contained in the 

attached document or report are true and correct to the best of my knowledge.  If you have any questions 

regarding this report, please contact us at (510) 644-3123. 

Sincerely, 

Henry Pietropaoli Elana Aabas 

Environmental Scientist Property Estate Trustee 

 

 

 

Richard S. Makdisi, P.G., R.E.A. 

Principal 

 
 
 

 

 

CC:          The Lawrence M. Wadler Revocable Trust 

 ACEH and CA GeoTracker electronic databases

HENRY
HP PG



 

 

FIGURES 



Figure 1

By: MJC NOVEMBER 20052836 Union Street
Oakland, CA

SITE LOCATION ON U.S.G.S. TOPOGRAPHIC MAP



20
05

-6
5-

01



  

 

 

Figure 2SITE PLAN SHOWING LOCATIONS OF SOIL BORINGS
AND MONITORING WELLS

2836 Union Street, Oakland, CA by: MJC DECEMBER 2007
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 ATTACHMENT A 

Well Closure Permits,   

ACEH Letter Requesting Well Decommissioning and 

Waste Disposal Documentation 



Alameda County Public Works Agency - Water Resources Well Permit

399 Elmhurst Street
Hayward, CA  94544-1395

Telephone: (510)670-6633   Fax:(510)782-1939

Application Approved on: 08/31/2012 By jamesy Permit Numbers: W2012-0628 to W2012-0632
Permits Valid from 09/10/2012 to 09/21/2012

Application Id: 1346114989928 City of Project Site:Oakland
Site Location: 2836 Union Street, Oakland, CA
Project Start Date: 09/10/2012 Completion Date:09/21/2012
Assigned Inspector: Contact Vicky Hamlin at (510) 670-5443 or vickyh@acpwa.org

Applicant: Stellar Environmental Solutions, Inc. - Henry

Pietropaoli

Phone: 510-644-3123

2198 Sixth Street, Berkeley, CA  94710
Property Owner: Elana Aabas Phone: 510-590-7581

2514   8th Avenue, Oakland, CA  94606
Client: ** same as Property Owner **
Contact: Henry Pietropaoli Phone: 510-644-3123

Cell: 510-926-9416

Total Due: $1985.00
Receipt Number: WR2012-0285   Total Amount Paid: $1985.00
Payer Name : Henry Pietropaoli   Paid By: VISA PAID IN FULL

Works Requesting Permits:

Well Destruction-Monitoring - 5 Wells 

Driller: EnProbe Environmental Direct Push Drilling Services - Lic #: 777007 -

Method: over

Work Total: $1985.00

Specifications

Permit # Issued Date Expire Date Owner Well

Id

Hole Diam. Casing

Diam.

Seal Depth Max. Depth State Well # Orig.

Permit #

DWR #

W2012-

0628

08/31/2012 12/09/2012 MW-1 A/B 3.25 in. 1.00 in. 5.00 ft 25.00 ft 1S/4W22R W2006-

0820

e0921071

W2012-

0629

08/31/2012 12/09/2012 MW-2 A/B 3.25 in. 1.00 in. 5.00 ft 25.00 ft 1S/4W22R W2006-

0821

e0078304

W2012-

0630

08/31/2012 12/09/2012 MW-3 A/B 3.25 in. 1.00 in. 5.00 ft 25.00 ft 1S/4W22R W2006-

0822

e0078307

W2012-

0631

08/31/2012 12/09/2012 MW-4 A/B 3.25 in. 1.00 in. 5.00 ft 25.00 ft 1S/4W22R W2006-

0823

e0078306

W2012-

0632

08/31/2012 12/09/2012 MW-5 B 3.25 in. 1.00 in. 5.00 ft 25.00 ft 1S/4W22R W2006-

0824

e0078304

Specific Work Permit Conditions
1. Drilling Permit(s) can be voided/ cancelled only in writing.  It is the applicant's responsibility to notify Alameda County

Public Works Agency, Water Resources Section in writing for an extension or to cancel the drilling permit application.  No

drilling permit application(s) shall be extended beyond ninety (90) days from the original start date.  Applicants may not

cancel a drilling permit application after the completion date of the permit issued has passed.

2. Prior to any drilling activities, it shall be the applicant's responsibility to contact and coordinate an Underground

Service Alert (USA), obtain encroachment permit(s), excavation permit(s) or any other permits or agreements required

for that Federal, State, County or City, and follow all City or County Ordinances.  No work shall begin until all the permits

and requirements have been approved or obtained. It shall also be the applicants responsibilities to provide to the Cities

or to Alameda County an Traffic Safety Plan for any lane closures or detours planned. No work shall begin until all the

permits and requirements have been approved or obtained.



Alameda County Public Works Agency - Water Resources Well Permit

3. Compliance with the well-sealing specifications shall not exempt the well-sealing contractor from complying with

appropriate State reporting-requirements related to well construction or destruction (Sections 13750 through 13755

(Division 7, Chapter 10, Article 3) of the California Water Code).  Contractor must complete State DWR Form 188 and

mail original to the Alameda County Public Works Agency, Water Resources Section, within 60 days.  Include permit

number and site map.

4. Applicant shall submit the copies of the approved encroachment permit to this office within 60 days.

5. Permittee shall assume entire responsibility for all activities and uses under this permit and shall indemnify, defend

and save the Alameda County Public Works Agency, its officers, agents, and employees free and harmless from any and

all expense, cost and liability in connection with or resulting from the exercise of this Permit including, but not limited to,

property damage, personal injury and wrongful death.

6. Applicant shall contact Vicky Hamlin for an inspection time at 510-670-5443 or email to vickyh@acpwa.org at least five

(5) working days prior to starting, once the permit has been approved. Confirm the scheduled date(s) at least 24 hours

prior to drilling.

7. Permittee, permittee's contractors, consultants or agents shall be responsible to assure that all material or waters

generated during drilling, boring destruction, and/or other activities associated with this Permit will be safely handled,

properly managed, and disposed of according to all applicable federal, state, and local statutes regulating such. In no

case shall these materials and/or waters be allowed to enter, or potentially enter, on or off-site storm sewers, dry wells, or

waterways or be allowed to move off the property where work is being completed.

8. Remove the Christy box or similar structure. Destroy well by overdrilling & Tremie Grouting with Cement. After the seal

has set, backfill the remaining hole with concrete or compacted material to match existing.

9. Copy of approved drilling permit must be on site at all times. Failure to present or show proof of the approved permit

application on site shall result in a fine of $500.00.



















 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

Photodocumentation 



 
 

 

 
 

 

Subject:  Decomissioning well by over-drilling at well location  MW-1A/B 

Site: 2836 Union Street, Oakland, CA 

Date Taken: September 10, 2012 Project No.:  SES 2005-65 

Photographer:  H. Pietropaoli Photo No.:  01 

 

 

 
 

Subject:  Pumping concrete through tremie at location MW 1A/B. 

Site: 2836 Union Street, Oakland, CA 

Date Taken: September 10, 2012 Project No.:  SES 2005-65 

Photographer:  H. Pietropaoli Photo No.:  02 

 STELLAR ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS, INC. 



 
 

 

 
 

Subject:  Final surface completion at location MW-5B 

Site: 2836 Union Street, Oakland, CA 

Date Taken: September 11, 2012 Project No.:  SES 2005-65 

Photographer:  H. Pietropaoli Photo No.:  03 

 

 

 
 

Subject:  Final asphalt surface completion at location MW-4A/B 

Site: 2836 Union Street, Oakland, CA 

Date Taken: September 19, 2012 Project No.:  SES 2005-65 

Photographer:  H. Pietropaoli Photo No.:  04 
 

STELLAR ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTIONS, INC. 



 

 

ATTACHMENT C 

DWR Well Completion Report Forms 

 














