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Response to November 6, 2009 Glenview Neighborhood Association request for 
clarification, i.e. items 1 through 9 as directed by Alameda County Health Care Services 
correspondence March 2, 2010. 
 
Item 1.  Scheduled Start Date 
The work was scheduled for September 21, 2009 with notification to the neighborhood 
dated September 10, 2009.  Response from the neighbor located at 1227 Hampel Avenue 
requested a 30 day notification.  This revised notification was mailed out September 17, 
2009 with a start date of October 12, 2009.  This put the project into the City of 
Oakland’s “rainy season” October 15 – May 15 which disallows “grading/excavation” 
work during that interval.  The project has been rescheduled for the months of 
August/September 2010.  A 30 day notification will be provided prior to the start date. 
 
Item 2.  Project schedule 
It is anticipated that the excavation and backfill work will take approximately 4 weeks, 
from move on date, excavate, off hauling of contaminated soils, backfill of excavation 
and move off.  Work will only take place Monday – Friday, 8AM – 5PM. 
 
Item 3.  Air Monitoring during excavation 
An air monitoring program will monitor the excavation and ambient air for odor, photo 
ionizing detector PID (10.6 ev) response and dust.  If dust is created a water mist will be 
used to remove the dust from the air.  It will be unavoidable to prevent some odor, but if 
PID levels increase to the perimeter of the site (PID greater than 30 ppm) or noticeable 
odor, water mist will be used and if necessary the excavation rate will be slowed or 
stopped all together until ambient conditions improve.  In no event will excavation 
continue if PID responses at the excavation area exceed the OSHA PEL for gasoline 300 
ppm, or 30 ppm at the perimeters of the property.   Water for the water mist will be 
supplied from the city supplied onsite water faucet that is located near Hampel Street.  
The OSHA 300 ppm is the average concentration that workers can work in continuously 
for 8 hours without any respiratory protect and will not encounter any adverse health 
effects.  Wind indicators will be placed along the fence to show prevailing wind direction 
during the excavation. 
 
Benzene will be individually monitored using a benzene specific dragger tubes that are 
sensitive down to 0.5 ppmv benzene.  A benzene dragger tube sample will be obtained 
along the perimeter of the site when the PID response is greater than 30 ppm.  The 
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dragger tube will then be sealed, labeled with date, time and PID response along with 
sample ID.  The dragger tube sample will also be located on a daily site figure. 
 
Item 4.  Impact on neighboring community uses 
 

• Impact to daycare center located at 3947 Park Blvd.   
The excavation, stockpiling and off hauling of contaminated soils will not impact 
the day care center.  It is located upwind and 265 feet west of the site.  The 
predominate wind direction is from the San Francisco Bay, which is northwest of 
the site.  The wind direction encountered at the site is influenced by the normal 
easterly wind direction along with the channeling from the topographic low and 
buildings west and north of the site, producing an east southeast wind direction, 
towards the intersection of Hampel Street and Park Blvd., see Figure 1.  Wind 
direction indicators will be placed along the perimeter of the site and visually 
monitored. 
 

• Casual carpool location along Hampel Ave.   
For safety considerations the casual carpool location cannot be used during the 
duration of this project.  A gate will be placed at the drive along Hampel Avenue 
closest to Park Blvd., see Figure 2.  This drive will allow the trucks to safely exit 
the site as needed, drivers attempting to park cars in this drive during work 
activities will be asked to relocate.  If the car is not attended and the owner cannot 
be located, the car will be towed at the owners’ expense.   Prior to starting  the 
excavation work signs will be posted along the Hampel Street side of the site 
notifying that no parking will be permitted in the gated drives of the site. 
 

• Health and Safety of users along Hampel and Park Blvd. 
There will be two access points to the fenced site, the drive west of bus stop #18 
and the drive at Hampel Street, immediately north of the intersection with Park 
Blvd., see Figure 2.  When vehicles are entering or leaving the site, flagmen will 
be designated to alert both pedestrian and vehicle traffic.  Air monitoring for both 
dust and volatile organics will be ongoing during the operations, see Item 3.  The 
sidewalk and drive areas will be kept clean of excavated soils to eliminate any 
slip/trip hazards caused by the excavation/backfilling activities of the site.  Only 
authorized personnel will be allowed to enter the fenced in site, no exceptions will 
be made.  Site work will be conducted between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM weekdays.  
At the completion of every work day, the site will be secured (all excavated soil 
piles will be covered), inspection of, and if necessary repair of all sediment 
control devices will be accomplished.   The excavation will contain an easy 
ingress/regress area (ramp) and the fence gates will be locked.  See Item 3 - Air 
monitoring. 
 

• AC Bus Stop #18 
Alameda County will be notified 30 days prior to the start of site activities 
concerning the excavation work at 4035 Park Blvd.  Bus Stop #18 is directly in 
front of the property.   For safety concerns Western Geo-Engineers will suggest 
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that Bus Stop #18 be temporarily discontinued during the excavation and backfill 
work. 

 
Item 5.  Stockpiles 
The majority of the soil to be excavated is clean overburden that will be used to backfill 
the excavation once the contaminated soils are removed.  This soil will first be spread 
over the surface of the lot excluding the excavation area at a depth of 1.5 feet, 
approximately 300 cubic yards, the remaining clean overburden soils will be stockpiled at 
the northeast corner of the site in a pile that will have a foot print of approximately 40 
feet in length (north/south) and 35 feet in width (east/west) containing approximately 500 
yards of soil.  
 
Contaminated soils will be stockpile directly south of the clean overburden soil and will 
be removed as quickly as profiling allows.  When this stockpile is inactive (not being 
added to or being removed) it will be covered with a plastic liner, see Figure 2.  Previous 
sample results (from borings and soil cores) indicated that the highest contaminate levels 
are found in soils between the 12 foot and 24 foot depths. 
 
Height and slope of the stockpiles will be evaluated by the onsite PE (professional 
geotechnical engineer).  The PE will insure the stability of the stockpiles.  All stockpiles 
will be covered with secured plastic liner when they are not active (being added to or 
being removed). 
 
Item 6. Soil Aeration 
Excavated soils that field screen a low levels will be placed into a third pile and covered.  
This stockpile will contain soils that show low PID responses, less than 20 ppmv, no odor 
and no staining.  Once the excavation has been finished, discrete soil samples will be 
obtained that represent 25 cubic yards from this stockpile.  These soil samples will be 
labeled with individual ID’s and a field generated stockpile sample map showing location 
and depth of the samples will be generated.  The samples will be analyzed using EPA 
method 8260B for TPHg, Benzene, Toluene, Ethybenzene, Xylenes and methyl tert-butal 
ether.  Upon receipt of the results of the stockpile soil samples, approval to use these soils 
as backfill will be requested from ACEH.  Dependent upon ACEH recommendations and 
concentration levels, a determination will be made to off haul or on-site aerate low 
concentration soils.  Aeration will only be performed if the stockpiled soils meet the 
requirements of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District guidelines.  
 
 
Item 7. Traffic Control 
See Site Figure 2 and 3.  The equipment trucks, vehicles and end dumps will enter the 
site at the present gate located on Park Blvd.  Vehicles will leave the site from, a “to be 
installed gate” located at the southeast corner of the site on Hampel Street.   The trucks, 
end dumps etc. will turn east onto Park Blvd to exit the site.   When equipment, end 
dumps etc., are leaving the site flagmen will be situated to alert oncoming traffic, see 
Figure 3 for signage and truck route near site.  
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 Traffic Control – off haul contaminated soil 
Trucks used to off-haul contaminated soil will enter the site from west bound Park Blvd. 
and enter the site at the Park Blvd gated entrance.  Once the truck is loaded, the load will 
be covered to prevent dust.  Signage alerting traffic along Park Blvd., Hampel Street and 
Glen Park Road will be posted, see Figure 3. 
 
             Waiting trucks location 
Trucks will wait at a nearby rest stop and will be scheduled not to arrive until the 
previous truck has left the site. 
 
 Turn around to Highway 13 
The turnaround back to Highway 13 will be on site.  Trucks will enter the site at the Park 
Blvd. drive, unload clean backfill and/or load with contaminated soil for disposal and 
leave the site at the, to be constructed, gated drive along Hampel Street.  The intersection 
of Park Blvd and Hampel Street is traffic light controlled, which will allow a safe truck 
entrance onto east bound Park Blvd.  Flagmen will also be posted to alert pedestrians and 
traffic of trucks entering and exiting the site. 
 
 Keep soil off of roadway 
Both the entrance and exit to the site will be kept clean of material from the site, swept as 
needed. 
 
 Who is responsible for traffic control plan 
The excavation contractor will be responsible for the traffic safety plan.  This plan will be 
incorporated into the master Health and Safety Plan for the excavation, sampling and 
backfilling of the site. 
 
Item 8. Excavation Depth 
The excavation, as proposed, extends to a depth between 25 to 30 feet below the present 
surface, with the deepest portion being a central channel cut (approximately 3-4 feet 
wide) extending from the northeast corner of the excavation towards the proposed 
excavation well at the southwest corner of the excavation.  Figure 2 is proposed 
excavation contours; these will most likely change as necessary from the 
testing/observations of the Licensed California Professional Engineer (LCPE).  This 
deepest portion will aid in contaminated groundwater removal.   
 
The upper 8 to 10 feet of the excavation is clean overburden.  This soil will be excavated 
with approximately 350 cubic yards being spread at a 1.5 foot thickness outside of the 
excavation area covering the entire lot.  The remaining clean overburden will be place at 
the northeast corner of the lot in a pile with a base width of 35 feet and a length of 40 
feet.  This pile will then be covered with secured black plastic sheeting, until it is reused 
as backfill of the excavation (approximately 400 cubic yards). 
 
The highest degree of contamination is located between the 12 and 24 foot depth.  This 
soil will be segregated into a second pile along with any other soil that PID field screens 
above 20 ppmv. 
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A third pile of excavated soils maybe utilized to separate soils that PID field screen 
below 20 ppmv. 
 
All excavated soil piles will be covered with plastic liner when they are not active (being 
added to or removed). 
 
Item 9.  Effect on Slope Stability 
The excavation will be supervised by a Licensed California Professional Engineer 
(LCPE).  The engineer will determine the proper sloping prior to excavation work and 
will visit the site during excavation activities to further the evaluation.  The engineer will 
submit the City of Oakland grading permit as required prior to any excavation work. 
 
As stated earlier, the excavation work is currently scheduled for August 2010, dependent 
upon financial funding.  A minimum of a 30 day notice will be delivered to all interested 
parties prior to the equipment move-on date for the excavation activities.  If there are 
additional concerns please provide them in written form by May 3, 2010 so they may be 
addressed to prevent any further delays to this project. 
 
Sincerely submitted 
 

 
 
Cc:  Mr. Kin Man Li et al, property owners 
        Mr. Jerry Wickham, Alameda County Health Care Services 
        Mr. Robert B. Gray, Glenview Neighborhood Association 
        Mr. Leroy Griffin, Oakland Fire Department 
        Geotracker 
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