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Alfa Environmental Remediation Services, Inc. 
9000  Crow Canyon Rd.  Suite S 

Danville  CA 94506 
(925) 308-9200   (916) 376-9159   (559) 408-5510 

Fax: (888) 802-1634 
 

May 23, 2014     via e-mail:  delongliu@yahoo.com 
        mark.detterman@acgov.org 
             

Mr. Delong Liu 
DeLong Oil, Inc. 
2501 North Main Street 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597 
 
 
RE: Timeline, Diesel and Waste Oil Source Evaluation, and Current Site Conditions 
 Report - Fuel Leak Case No. R00000281; (Global ID # T0600101651 ); BP #11104 
 1716 Webster Street, Alameda, CA 94501  
  
 
Dear Mr. Delong, 

 
Please see attached the "Timeline, Diesel and Waste Oil Source Evaluation, and Current Site 
Conditions" Report requested on March 14, 2014 by Mr. Mark E. Detterman, PG, CEG, Senior 
Hazardous Materials Specialist with the Alameda County Environmental Health Services 
(ACEHS). 
 
This Report was prepared in a manner consistent with the level of care and skill ordinarily 
exercised by professional geologists and environmental scientists.   

 
ALFA ENVIRONMENTAL REMEDIATION SERVICES, INC. 
 

 

Valentin Constantinescu, P.G. #7503 exp. 7/31/2015  
Senior Project Manager 
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Timeline, Diesel and Waste Oil Source Evaluation 

and Current Site Conditions Report 

1716 Webster Street, Alameda, CA 94501 

 
 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

YEAR    SUMMARY NOTES 

 
1897    A chinese laundry existed on site at #1720 Webster St. (Source: 
    historical Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, attached). 

1909-1911    A chinese laundry listed at #1720 Webster St. (Source: historical 
    City Directories, attached) 

1915-1933   A garage, fuel station, repair, and auto parking on site. (Source: 
    historical City Directories, attached) 

1933-2008   1802 Buena Vista Ave. (adjacent) listed as a fuel station as  
    follows: Standard Station (1933-1935), Station Inc., gas station 
    (1939), Chevron Station (1975-2008) .  

    (Source: historical City Directories, attached) 
 

1937-2013   Property listed as fuel station as follows: General Petroleum 
    Corp. (1937), Morine Harold Gas Station (1939, 1941), Randall 
    Beverly Margt Gas Station (#1728), Carson Mobil Service  
    (1962), Westgate Mobil Auto Service Center (1986), Webster BP 
    Oil (1991- 2000), Union 76 (2006-2008), Webster 76 (2013) - 
    (Source: historical City  Directories, attached) 
 

1943    "Gibson Wm W Jessie, Gas Station located" at #1801 Webster 
    St. is listed at the adjacent site northwest    
    (Source: historical City Directories, attached) 
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1948 and 1950   A gasoline and oil station existed on site, A smaller "WO"-waste 
    oil UST is located in the southeastern portion of the subject 
    property. (Source: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, attached). 

    Another gasoline station labeled gasoline and oil was located at
    the adjacent site to the north across Buena Vista Avenue (#1802 
    Webster St.). (Source: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, attached). 

1955    "B & L Cleaners" at #653 Buena Vista Ave. (Source: historical 
    City Directories, attached) 
 
1987    The shape of USTs and structures on site has changed. No waste 
    oil USTs noted. (Source: Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, attached). 

 
May 30, 1990   Existing USTs installed in 1983. 
 

June 27, 1990   To submit permit for a new 1,000-gallon waste oil UST 
 
September 26, 1990  Sketch showing USTs in the northwestern corner of the property. 
 
 
October 4, 1990  Hand-written field notes: 1,000-gallon water pumped out total 
    (fuel, oil + water) 
 

July 25, 1991   Notice of Violation - requirements for the double-walled waste 
    oil tank which was installed in 1987 

 

September 13, 1991  Second Notice of Violation 

June 26, 1992   BP Meeting w/LOP - notes  

    Ms. Shiu mentioned that this office has some information to 
    indicate that a 550-gallon waste oil tank was removed from the 
    site. 

July 8, 1992   TOG and TPH-D and HVO Not Detected in a soil sample 
     from MW-3 next to an "underground waste oil tank" 
 
August 21, 1992  Environmental Assessment - Used oil is also stored on-site, until 
    transported for off-site disposal. 
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July 27, 1994   Letter naming the following RPs: Alfred De Clercq, Scott  
    Hooton-BP Oil, Chester Bennett-Tosco Corporation  
    "Date First Reported 09/21/90 
    Substance: Diesel 
    Petroleum: (X)Yes" 

    Note: substance involved "Diesel" ? 

June 6, 2001   Letter from BP to SWRCB- regarding 1987 Waste Oil UST 
    Removal. SWRCB: "Concentrations of total hydrocarbons and 
    Volatile Organic Compounds are within acceptable limits  
    established by the regulatory agencies. Therefore, we  
    recommend no further investigation at this time." 
 
    Pre-1990 Permits: BP's consultants have been unable to locate 
    documentation showing the underground tanks on this site 
    were permitted prior to January 1, 1990.  
 
June 11, 2001   Letter from ACHCSA - All components of the fuel delivery 
    system are continuously monitored for releases. 
    The used oil tank is double wall FRP with continuous leak 
    detection in the annular space.  
 

November 2, 2009  ConocoPhillips no longer Owner/Operator for Site. 

2009-2014    The USTs are cathodically protected steel, double-walled  
    underground storage tanks (UST). The USTs are equipped with 
    electronic leak detection, overfill and spill prevention devices.. 
    The piping is monitored via electronic leak According to reports  
    on the tightness testing provided (attached)  there has been no 
    indication of a release from the current tank system. 
 

June 22, 2012   email from: Dilan Roe of ACHCSA - Subject: Case Evaluation 
    & Justification for No Further Action,  

    A sample of the free product was collected in recovery well RW-
    1 and one sample each from the low, mid, and high octane  
    unleaded gasoline dispensers. The chromatogram of the free 
    product in well RW-1 has some of the characteristics of a middle 
    distillate either diesel fuel or fuel oil, and states that although the 
    RW-1 chromatogram is not typical of diesel or fuel oil  
    chromatograms seen, it does not rule out the possibility that RW-
    1 is some unique formulation of diesel fuel or fuel oil. 
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August 21, 2013  Conceptual Site Model and Case Closure Request  
 
    This is a detailed, thorough, and complete Case Closure Request 
    Report. Only an executive summary is presented below. 
 
    In Section 1.2 "Site Background" of this Report, it is stated "The 
    Site has operated as a gasoline fueling station since the  
    environmental case was open in 1990."??? 
 
   In 1983, one waste oil UST, was installed at the Site. The waste oil 
   UST was replaced in 1987 by Mobil Oil Corporation with a  
   1,000 gallon capacity double wall fiberglass UST.  
 
 
   In 2009, ConocoPhillips sold the station to United Brothers Enterprise, 
   Inc. (UBE), who subsequently replaced the 6,000 gallon gasoline tank 
   with a 6,000 gallon steel diesel tank in the same year. 
 
   During the third quarter 2011 routine monitoring and sampling event, 
   0.06 feet of light non-aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) was measured in 
   well RW-1. In August 2011, a fuel fingerprint samples of LNAPL was 
   collected from well RW-1, and from the gasoline dispensers. Based on 
   the analytical results, RW-1 had some of the characteristics of a middle 
   distillate either diesel fuel or fuel oil. Based on these results, "the free 
   product in RW-1 cannot be identified and does not appear to be a fuel 
   product from former operations at the Site". 
 

September 6, 2013 One 1,000-gallon waste oil underground storage tank (UST) was  
   removed from the subject site. Concentrations up to 30.9 mg/ kg TPHd 
   and 213 mg/ kg TPHmo were detected in soil, and concentrations up to 
   18,200 micrograms per liter (μg/l) TPHd and 46,200 μg/I TPHmo were 
   detected in groundwater.  
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SITE HISTORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE ACTIVITIES 

Numerous detailed and thorough reports have been recently prepared by Broadbent, Inc. on 
behalf of Atlantic Richfield Company's and by others since 1990; therefore, only significant 
data related to the underground oil or diesel tanks and copies of significant documents is 
copied and/or presented below. Significant information within these documents is marked in 
boldface and underlined below. 
 
 
May 30, 1990 
 
Letter Consultant to ACHCSA 
 
Existing USTs installed in 1983. There are two observation wells at this site. 
 
June 27, 1990 
 
Letter from ACHCSA to Lou Parisi of BP Oil Company 
 
Re: Five-Year Permits for Operation of Four Underground Storage Tanks at BP Oil company  
 
We have recently reviewed and accepted the plans for the replacement ·of the dispensers - and 
of associated piping as is needed - for three underground gasoline storage tanks (sized 12,000 
gallons, 10,000 gallons; and 6,ooo gallons) at the above facility. To obtain five-year operating 
permits for these tanks and for the 1,000 gallon waste oil tank also on site, you must submit 
the following information to our office:  
 
September 26, 1990 
 
Sketch done by ACHCSA's Inspector showing USTs in the northwest corner of the property. 
 
October 4, 1990 
 
ACHCSA's Inspector hand-written field notes: 1,000-gallon water pumped out total (fuel, oil + 
water) 
 
July 25, 1991  

Notice of Violation 

3) For the double-walled waste oil tank which was installed in 1987, you are required to 
submit the following items: 
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a) Correctly completed underground storage tank permit application - Form B. An application 
form is enclosed for your use; 
 
b) Initial tank and pipeline precision test results, per Section 2635(7), CCR and Section 
25289(b) of the Health and Safety Code; 
 
c) A written routine monitoring procedure/plan per Section 2632(d)(l) or 2634(d)(2), Title 23, 
CCR, which includes, where applicable: the frequency of performing the monitoring method, 
the methods and equipment to be used for monitoring, where monitoring will be performed, the 
location(s) from which the monitoring will be performed, the name(s) or title(s) of the 
person(s) responsible for performing the monitoring and/or maintaining the equipment, and the 
reporting format; 
 
Please be advised that the written monitoring plan should include information about calibration 
and/or maintenance of continuous electronic leak detection system and automatic line leak 
detector. 
 
September 13, 1991 

Second Notice of Violation 

Permit to Operate four USTs (three single-walled product and one double-walled waste oil) 
exist at the subject facility. 

June 26, 1992 

BP Meeting w/LOP - notes 

Ms. Shiu mentioned that this office has some information to indicate that a 550-gallon waste 
oil tank was removed from the site. 

July 8, 1992 
 
TOG and TPH-D and HVO was analyzed only in a soil sample collected on 7/8/92 at 6 ft bgs 
from MW-3 located north and next to an "underground waste oil tank"  but was not detected. 
 
August 21, 1992 
 
Environmental Assessment 
 
Unleaded gasoline (regular, plus and super) is the only fuel presently stored and dispensed at 
the site. Used oil is also stored on-site, until transported for off-site disposal. 
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September 1992 
 
The site is located at 1716 Webster Street in Alameda, California (Figure 1) and is currently 
owned and operated by BP Oil Company (BP). In September 1990, Kapraelian Engineering, 
Inc. (KEI) supervised the removal of product delivery lines and existing dispenser islands. KEI 
collected soil samples from the site walls of the excavation and one ground water sample from 
the excavation. Laboratory analysis of the samples indicated that petroleum hydrocarbons were 
present in the subsurface soils and ground water. At the request of the Alameda County 
Department of Environmental Health (ACDEH), KEI supervised additional soil excavation in 
the vicinity of the dispenser islands to remove hydrocarbon impacted soils. The extent of the 
adsorbed hydrocarbons in subsurface soils was not completely delineated by additional 
excavation and soil sampling.  
 
July 27, 1994  
 
Letter from the Alameda County Health Care Services Agency to Responsible Parties (RPs) 
and Notice of Requirement to Reimburse 
 
Addressed to the following RPs:  
 
Alfred De Clercq 
 
Scott.Hooton 
BP Oil 
 
Chester Bennett 
Tosco Corporation 
 
"Date First Reported 09/21/90 
Substance: Diesel 
Petroleum: (X)Yes" 

Note: substance involved "Diesel" ? 

May 19, 1996 

Permit to Operate four USTs (three single-walled product and one double-walled waste oil) 
exist at subject facility. 

June 6, 2001 
 
Letter from BP to SWRCB, CLAIM No. 016524, Former BP Site No. 11104, 1716 Webster 
Street, Alameda, CA 
 
RE: 1987 Waste Oil UST Removal  
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Mobil Oil Corporation removed a waste-oil UST during 1987. Based on the results of 
Mobil Oil Corporation removed a waste-oil UST during 1987. Based on the results of soil 
testing performed at the time of the removal, Mobil's consultant made the following 
conclusion: "The analytical results indicate that the concentrations of total hydrocarbons 
and Volatile Organic Compounds are within acceptable limits established by the 
regulatory agencies. Therefore, we recommend no further investigation at this time." 
 
BP's files do not contain any correspondence from the Alameda County Health Care Services 
Agency requiring any follow-up work associated with the 1987 waste-oil tank removal. It 
seems reasonable, then, to conclude that no cleanup directives were issued.  
 
Pre-1990 Permits 
 
BP's consultants have been unable to locate documentation showing the underground 
tanks on this site were permitted prior to January 1, 1990. I understand that the 
Underground Storage Tank Cleanup Fund will accept reasonable documentation showing the 
underground tanks were permitted prior to January 1, 1990, including a signature from your 
agency to that effect. BP understands that the Alameda County Health Care Services will 
provide this documentation in the near future. I expect to receive this sometime within the next 
60 to 90 days, so please do not render BP's claim ineligible in the meantime. 
 
June 11, 2001 
 
Letter from ACHCSA 
Subject: Underground storage tank operating permit, 1716 Webster Street, Alameda CA 94501 

The installed system at the above location includes three single wall fiberglass reinforced 
plastic (FRP) motor vehicle fuel tanks (MVF). The double wall FRP pressurized piping is 
monitored continuously at the submersible turbine sump (STP). Tank leak detection is 
performed using an automatic tank gauge which continuously gathers product elevation data in 
each of the three tanks. The data is analyzed by the monitoring console and reported as a hard 
copy printout on a monthly basis. 
 
All components of the fuel delivery system are continuously monitored for releases. The 
electronic monitor, Veeder Root TLS 350, is configured to shut down the appropriate 
turbine(s) If the monitor is in alarm as a result of a product detection in the STP. The turbine(s) 
will also shut down if power to the monitor is disconnected. Dispenser containment is 
equipped with mechanical shear valve shutdown of product lines if liquid is detected In the 
containment. 
 
The used oil tank is double wall FRP with continuous leak detection in the annular space. The 
tank is filled directly through a straight drop into the tank and visually monitored to prevent 
overfilling. 
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November 2, 2009 

ConocoPhillips no longer Owner/Operator for Site. 

June 22, 2012 

email from: Dilan Roe of ACHCSA 

Subject: Case Evaluation & Justification for No Further Action, RO0000281, RO0000076, 
RO0000100 
 
I have focused mainly on the Former BP Station No. 11104 (RO_0000281) due to the 
discovery of free product in recovery well RW-1 located adjacent to the underground storage 
tank pit in during the Third Quarter 2011 and 1st Quarter 2012 groundwater monitoring events.  
 
"First Quarter 2012 Monitoring Report (March 30, 2012, Broadbent & Associates, Inc.) In 
August 2011, BAI reportedly collected a sample of the free product in recovery well RW-1 and 
one sample each from the low, mid, and high octane unleaded gasoline dispensers. The four 
samples were submitted to Torkelson Geochemistry, Inc. to be analyzed by capillary gas 
chromatography analysis. Based on the results of the hydrocarbon fingerprint analysis, 
Torkelson concluded that the chromatogram of the free product in well RW-1 has some of the 
characteristics of a middle distillate either diesel fuel or fuel oil, and states that although the 
RW-1 chromatogram is not typical of diesel or fuel oil chromatograms he has seen, it does not 
rule out the possibility that RW-1 is some unique formulation of diesel fuel or fuel oil. 
 
Based on these results, both Broadbent and Closure Solutions conclude that the free product in 
well RW-1 cannot be identified and does not appear to be a fuel product from site operations. 
 
However, based on a discussion with ACEH CUPA, subsequent to ConocoPhillips sale of the 
station to United Brothers Enterprise, Inc. (UBE) in 2009, the 6,000 gallon gasoline tank was 
replaced with a 6,000 gallon steel diesel tank in the same year. ACEH is concerned that in light 
of the discovery of free product in the well and the existence of a diesel tank at the site, that 
neither Broadbent nor Closure Solutions has made recommendations for interim corrective 
actions and that Closure Solutions contends that the site is still a candidate for low-risk closure. 
I will be submitting a formal directive letter requesting further site investigation, however 
advise Atlantic Richfield Company to be proactive in this matter. 
 
August 21, 2013  
 
Conceptual Site Model and Case Closure Request.  
 
This is a detailed, thorough, and complete Case Closure Request Report. Only data significant 
for our report is presented below. 
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In Section 1.2 "Site Background" of this Report, it is stated "The Site has operated as a 
gasoline fueling station since the environmental case was open in 1990."??? 
 
Free product has been removed to the extent possible free product has not been detected at the 
Site during monitoring history at the Site, with the following exception. Recently, a thin 
(maximum thickness of 0.06 feet) has been measured in RW-1 during the third quarter 2011, 
first quarter 2012, and third quarter 2012. A thin sheen was noted during the first quarter 2013, 
however the thickness of this product was too thin to be measured. At the time when the 
LNAPL was first noted during the third quarter 2011, a sample of this product was collected 
and submitted for fingerprinting analysis. The chromatogram pattern which the product 
resembled most closely was the diesel standard, but was not completely similar. However, it 
was determined in this reporting that the LNAPL was not gasoline product. 
 
As described in the Site history (Appendix A), BP operated a service station from 1983 to 
1994, at which time it was sold to ConocoPhillips. The station currently dispenses diesel, 
however, BP never dispensed diesel during its historic fueling operations. In addition, a records 
review at the ACEH CUPA department noted that the current UST used for diesel storage 
located directly adjacent to RW-1, the well where the LNAPL has been measured. During the 
most current groundwater monitoring and sampling event, LNAPL observed in well RW-1 was 
sampled and GRO was detected at a concentration of 110 ug/L, a concentration not indicative 
of proximity to free-phase gasoline. Therefore, the LNAPL noted during recent monitoring 
events is a result of former BP service station operations. It is unclear if the source of the 
LNAPL noted is from the adjacent diesel USTs or an incidental surface spill from an adjacent 
planter or crack in the station paving. Additionally, no LNAPL has been observed in adjacent 
well MW-1, indicating the current lateral extent of any LNAPL is small. Since none of these 
sources are from BP operations, the free-product is not the responsibility of ARC to remove. 
Since no other free product has been observed at the Site, it has been “removed to the extent 
possible.” 
 
Wells were installed in 1992 and 1993, soil samples from 4.5 to 6 feet bgs were collected in 
each of these locations. A full suite of VOCs were analyzed for the sample from MW-3 (near 
the waste oil tank), including naphthalene, and none were detected above reporting limits.  
 
Previous Environmental Activities at Site 
 
In 1983, three single wall fiberglass gasoline underground storage tanks (UST; 12,000 gallon, 
10,000 gallon, and 6,000 gallon), one waste oil UST, and single wall fiberglass product piping 
were installed at the Site. The waste oil UST was replaced in 1987 by Mobil Oil Corporation 
(Mobil) with a 1,000 gallon capacity double wall fiberglass UST.  
 
In 2009, ConocoPhillips sold the station to United Brothers Enterprise, Inc. (UBE), who 
subsequently replaced the 6,000 gallon gasoline tank with a 6,000 gallon steel diesel tank in 
the same year. 
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During the third quarter 2011 routine monitoring and sampling event, 0.06 feet of light non-
aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) was measured in well RW-1. Since no LNAPL had previously 
been reported in this well historically, the source of this LNAPL was not clear. In August 
2011, Broadbent & Associates, Inc. collected fuel fingerprint samples of LNAPL from well 
RW-1, and from the gasoline dispensers for the low, mid, and high range octane unleaded 
gasoline in order to determine the source of the LNAPL. Samples were not collected from the 
diesel dispenser. The four samples were submitted to Torkelson Geochemistry, Inc. to be 
analyzed by capillary gas chromatography analysis. Based on the analytical results of the 
hydrocarbon fingerprint analysis, the chromatogram of the free product in RW-1 had some of 
the characteristics of a middle distillate either diesel fuel or fuel oil. Although the RW-1 
chromatogram is not typical of diesel or fuel oil chromatograms, it does not rule out the 
possibility that RW-1 is some unique formulation of diesel fuel or fuel oil. Based on these 
results, the free product in RW-1 cannot be identified and does not appear to be a fuel product 
from former operations at the Site. 
 
September 6, 2013 

One 1,000-gallon waste oil underground storage tank (UST) was removed from the subject 
site. Two soil samples were collected beneath the UST, and one stockpile and one grab 
groundwater sample were also collected. Concentrations up to 30.9 mg/ kg TPHd and 213 mg/ 
kg TPHmo were detected in soil, and concentrations up to 18,200 micrograms per liter (μg/l) 
TPHd and 46,200 μg/I TPHmo were detected in groundwater.  

 

SANBORN FIRE INSURANCE MAPS REVIEW 

 

The Sanborn Map Company produced a series of large-scale maps, dating from 1867 to the 
present and depicting the commercial, industrial, and residential sections of some twelve 
thousand cities and towns in North America. The maps show significant detail regarding 
dwellings, commercial buildings, and factories. Where available, Sanborn maps are a valuable 
source of information about past land uses. Sanborn maps were originally created in the late 
1800s and early 1900s for assessing fire insurance liability in urbanized areas of the United 
States.  These maps include detailed town and building information.  

 

Fire insurance maps that include the subject property were requested from Environmental Data 
Resources, Inc. (EDR) of Milford, Connecticut.  ALFA reviewed Sanborn Fire insurance maps 
obtained from EDR’s collection on April 25, 2014 - copy attached.   
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In 1897, a chinese laundry existed on site at #1720 in its southern portion (see attached Sanborn 
map). The street was labeled "Seventh formerly Webster" and a dwelling existed at #1722. Vacant 
land existed to the east and across Buena Vista Avenue to the north. Vacant land and a few 
dwellings existed to the northwest, west, and south. 

In 1948 and 1950 two gasoline stations were observed. The subject property gasoline station is 
located in the southeastern corner of the intersection of Webster St. and Buena Vista Ave. at 
#1720 Webster St. 

The following labels noted on site on this map: "GAS & OIL"-gasoline and oil in the 
northwestern portion of the site, "GR & CONC"-gravel and concrete northwest of the building, 
a building labeled "GREAS'G" and "NO CH."-no chimney. Two USTs observed north and 
west of the building, respectively. The site addresses are #1720 Webster Street and #704 Buena 
Vista Avenue.  

A smaller UST oriented approximately northwest-southeast labeled "WO"-waste oil is located 
in the southeastern portion of the subject property. 

According to the Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, in 1948 and 1950 a gasoline station labeled 
"GREAS'G"-greasing and "GAS & OIL" - gasoline and oil was located at the adjacent site to 
the north across Buena Vista Avenue (#1802 Webster St.). Two USTs existed next to the site 
building. 

Apartments and dwellings existed at adjacent sites to the northeast, east, and south and 
commercial buildings including some areas labeled auto repair/paint spraying, auto body shop, 
and used cars at the adjacent site to the southwest across Webster St. and an area labeled 
Welding and Auto Painting noted far to the west at #650 Buena Vista Ave. 

In 1987, the shape of the USTs and structures on site has changed; two iron USTs are drawn as 
two circles in the northwestern portion of the site and a rectangle structure is drawn east of the 
USTs. No area is labeled as waste oil on this map. 

The shape of the structure and UST locations at the fuel station (labeled "filling station") at 
#1802 Webster St., the adjacent site to the north, across Webster St. has changed. An area 
across Webster St. to the west is labeled "Used Cars". 
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LOCAL CITY DIRECTORIES REVIEW 

 
City directories have been produced for most urban and some rural areas since the late 1800s.  
The directories are generally not comprehensive and may contain gaps in time periods. 
ALFA reviewed historical city directories obtained from Environmental Data Resources, Inc. 
(EDR) of Milford, Connecticut. on April 25, 2014 for past names and businesses that were listed 
for the subject property and adjacent properties.  The findings are presented in the following 
tables: 

City Directory Search for 1716 Webster Street, Alameda (Subject Property) 
Year(s) Occupant Listed 
2013 Webster 76 

2006, 2008 Union 76, Alameda Smog Test Only Center,  

1992, 1996, 2000 Webster BP 

1991 Webster BP Oil (#1716) 

1986 Westgate Mobil Auto Service Center 

1962 Carson Mobil Service 

1943 Randall Beverly Margt Gas Station (#1728) 

1939, 1941 Morine Harold Gas Station 

1937 General Petroleum Corp. 

1933, 1934 Jackson Wm ptrnmkr 

1933 Chovin Marcel Auto Parking (#1720) 

1928, 1930 A D & A F Coker Garage 
David Blanche elev. o pr. (#1720) 

1924, 1925 Sunset Garage (AD & A F Coker) 

1923 Sunset Fuel & Feed Co. (John Ferretta), Fertilizer, Fuel & Feed 

1922 Flindt Harry, Fuel Feed and  Express Country Hauling 

1920 Wood L JR (#1720) 
Harry F (#1716) 

1915 Scott & Lally, garage 

1911 Sullivan Katherine, nurse 
Regan Mary,  nurse 
Morgersen Henry, vet. surgeon 

1909, 1910, 1911 Quong Chong, laundry(#1720) 

1907 Henderson Harry, contractor 

1884  East side Webster: Gooby Edwin, real estate, Jaquith Annie, dressmaker 
SW corner Webster & Buenavista: Seib Barbara 
Webster & Buenavista (W-S): Benn Ferdinand, carpenter 
Webster & Buenavista (W-S): Scully Daniel, house painter 

In 1909-1911 a chinese laundry listed at #1720 Webster St. 
In 1915-1933, a garage, fuel station, repair, and auto parking existed on site. 
Since 1937, the subject property is listed as fuel station as follows: General Petroleum Corp. (1937), 
Morine Harold Gas Station (1939, 1941), Randall Beverly Margt Gas Station (#1728), Carson Mobil 
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Service (1962), Westgate Mobil Auto Service Center (1986), Webster BP Oil (1991-2000), Union 76 
(2006-2008), Webster 76 (2013). 

City Directory Search for Surrounding Properties 
Year(s) Occupant Listed 

Webster/ Seventh 

1943-2006 #1712: Residential 
1986 - 2013 #1713: Restaurant 
1950 - 1962 #1715: Residential 
1962 #1719: Temple Inn 
1996 #1721: Bayside Motors, 
1991 #1721: Alameda Auto Tronics Car Stereo & Alarm 
1962 #1725: Better Buy Used Cars 
1943 #1725: Hart Philip Hazel M Auto Repair 
2013 #1727: Mama’s Chitken Noodle 
1975 - 2008 #1727: Kentucky Fried Chitken Take-Home 
1962 #1727: Linos Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria 
1962 #1729: Ben’s Tv & Appliances Sales & Serv 
1950 - 2013 #1801: Better Buy Liquor store 
1943 #1801: Gibson Wm W Jessie, Gas Station 
1941 #1801: WW Co., Diesel eng mfrs 
1975 - 2008 #1802: Chevron Station 
1962 #1802: Webster & Buenavista 
1939 #1802: Station Inc., gas station 
1933, 1935 #1802: Standard Station Saw Works 
1962 #1804: Ben’s Tv & Appliances Sales & Serv 
1950 #1804: Payne’s Bakery 
1950 #1805: Blue Cross Veterinary Hospital 
1962 #1804: Payne’s Bakery 
1950-1962 #1809: Ramsey  A D Motor Co. 
1890 
 

#1717: Keller Maurice, stableman 
#1740: Spigmer Harry, buffetman 
#1741: Horrisberg Jacob, machinist 
#1745: Wright G N, laborer 
#1748: Marsharll George, porter 
Clecak John 

2006-2013 #1721: Alameda Elder Serv, Elders Inn 

Buena Vista Ave. 
1962 #650: Lee & Murry Auto Repair 
1950 #650: Anthony S, Specialized Welding 
1955 #653: B & L Cleaners 
1950 #653: The Alameda Tailor 
1928-2006 #706: Apartments/Residential 
1929 #715: Diehl Lizzie, nurse 

In 1943, "Gibson Wm W Jessie, Gas Station located" at #1801 Webster St. is listed at the adjacent site 
northwest of the intersection Webster St. / Buena Vista Ave. 
Since 1933, the adjacent property to the north across Buena Vista Avenue located at #1802 Buena Vista 
Ave. is listed as a fuel station as follows: Standard Station (1933-1935), Station Inc., gas station (1939), 
Chevron Station (1975-2008) 
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In 1955, "B & L Cleaners" is listed at the adjacent site to the northwest across the intersection 
Webster St. / Buena Vista Ave. at #653 Buena Vista Ave. 
 

 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The following environmental conditions were identified at the subject Property and in the 
immediate surrounding areas implying the use of gasoline, diesel, engine oils, waste oil storage, 
volatile organics, other hazardous materials, etc.: 
 
A "chinese laundry" existed on site between approximately 1897-1911 

 

A garage, fuel station, repair, and auto parking existed on site between approximately 1915-
1933.  

 

A fuel station existed at the adjacent site to the north 1802 Webster St. since approximately 
1933. 

 

A gasoline station was located in 1943 at #1801 Webster St., the adjacent site to the northwest.  

 

In 1955, "B & L Cleaners" is listed at #653 Buena Vista Ave (adjacent). 

 

Since approximately 1937 the subject Property was fuel station. The subject Property 
structures, UST locations and number have changed at least four times within the last 77 years.  

 

During these 77 years, the gasoline and/or diesel USTs have been located in the central-
western and north-northwestern portions of the subject Property and the Waste Oil USTs have 
been located at different locations in the southeastern corner of the subject Property. 

 

Based on the 1948 and 1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and City Directories discussed 
above, the first Waste Oil UST was installed in the late-1930's south of the building. According 
to LOP, the 550-gallon waste oil tank (apparently the waste oil UST installed in the late-
1930's) was removed from the site. The removal date is unknown. 
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The other three Waste Oil USTs at this site have been installed and removed and replaced in 
1983, 1987, 1990, and finally removed in 2013. These other three Waste Oil USTs have been 
located approximately at same location in the area of the last Waste Oil UST removed in 2013. 

 

The old 550-gallon WOT was located in the central-southern portion of the site (see 1948 and 
1950 Sanborn Maps) and the other three WOT have been located at another approximate 
location east-southeast of the site building. 

 

TOG, TPH-D and HVO was Not Detected in a soil sample collected in 1992 from MW-3 next 
to an "underground waste oil tank" 

 

Currently, the USTs are cathodically protected steel, double-walled underground storage tanks 
(UST). The USTs are equipped with electronic leak detection, overfill and spill prevention 
devices. The piping is monitored via electronic leak According to reports on the tightness 
testing provided (attached)  there has been no indication of a release from the current tank 
system. 

 

In an e-mail dated June 22, 2012, Mr. Dilan Roe of ACHCSA evaluated the analytical results 
of the free product from the recovery well RW-1 and one sample each from the low, mid, and 
high octane unleaded gasoline dispensers. "The chromatogram of the free product in well RW-
1 has some of the characteristics of a middle distillate either diesel fuel or fuel oil, and stated 
that although the RW-1 chromatogram is not typical of diesel or fuel oil chromatograms seen, 
it does not rule out the possibility that RW-1 is some unique formulation of diesel fuel or fuel 
oil." 

 
In 2009, ConocoPhillips sold the station to United Brothers Enterprise, Inc. (UBE), who 
subsequently replaced the 6,000 gallon gasoline tank with a 6,000 gallon steel diesel tank in 
the same year.  

 

During the third quarter 2011 routine monitoring and sampling event, 0.06 feet of light non-
aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) was measured in well RW-1. In August 2011, a fuel fingerprint 
samples of LNAPL was collected from well RW-1, and from the gasoline dispensers. Based on 



                                                                                                                                                    May 23, 2014 
1716 Webster Street, Alameda California                                                                                            Page 18 

 
Environmental and Remediation Services since 1992!            

                                                                                                                                 

the analytical results, RW-1 had some of the characteristics of a middle distillate either diesel 
fuel or fuel oil. Based on these results, "the free product in RW-1 cannot be identified and does 
not appear to be a fuel product from former operations at the Site". 

 

One 1,000-gallon waste oil underground storage tank (UST) was removed on September 6, 
2013 from the subject site. Concentrations up to 30.9 mg/ kg TPHd and 213 mg/ kg TPHmo 
were detected in soil, and concentrations up to 18,200 micrograms per liter (μg/l) TPHd and 
46,200 μg/I TPHmo were detected in groundwater.  

 

 

Based on historical data presented above, City Directories dating back to 1884, Sanborn Fire 
Insurance Maps dating back to 1897, and  a thorough review of all environmental documents 
dating back to 1990, the following conclusion are presented below: 

 

1. Off-site sources such as car repair shops, a laundry, paint shops, a gas station existed in the 
last approximately 80 years in the immediate surrounding areas. Based on type of soils, (sand 
and silty sand) in the area, groundwater flow direction and gradient, and an assumed high 
permeability and conductivity, we evaluate the potential of impact of contaminants from off-
site sources to be high. 

 

2. On-site sources of contaminants consist of gasoline, diesel, engine oil, and waste oil from 
the USTs which existed on site in the last approximately 77 years and engine oil, gasoline, and 
VOCs compounds used at repair shops. As mentioned above, sand and silty sand exist in the 
subject Property area, high permeability and conductivity soils exist on-site. groundwater flow 
direction is north-northwest to north-northeast and the gradient average is 0.005 ft/ft,; however, 
the groundwater flow direction is likely affected by numerous excavations done when USTs 
where removed/replaced. It is common in California, multiple environmental cases, open 
and/or closed, be listed under same address in the SWRCB's Geotracker, DTSC's EnviroStor, 
and Cal EPA's Envirofacts databases. Therefore, we concur with Broadbent request for Low-
Threat Risk UST Case Closure request and believe the environmental case regarding the 
gasoline impacted groundwater should be closed. 
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3. The gasoline UST was converted to a diesel UST in 2009. After two years, in 2011, free 
product, a light non-aqueous phase liquid (LNAPL) was measured in well RW-1. Based on the 
analytical results, RW-1 had some of the characteristics of a middle distillate either diesel fuel 
or fuel oil. Based on these results, "the free product in RW-1 cannot be identified and does not 
appear to be a fuel product from former operations at the Site". 

 

It is unusual to detect suddenly free product in RW-1, a well monitored for years. As 
mentioned above, "the free product in RW-1 does not appear to be a fuel product from former 
operations at the Site" It is our professional opinion, the source of this free product 
contamination is unknown and the source is not likely the diesel UST installed two years prior 
to free product detection.  

 

4.  One 1,000-gallon waste oil underground storage tank (UST) was removed on September 6, 
2013 from the subject site. Concentrations up to 30.9 mg/ kg TPHd and 213 mg/ kg TPHmo 
were detected in soil, and concentrations up to 18,200 micrograms per liter (μg/l) TPHd and 
46,200 μg/I TPHmo were detected in groundwater. No holes were noted in the waste oil UST. 

 

As mentioned above, in the last 77 years waste oil USTs have been located at different 
locations in the southeastern corner of the subject Property. A repair shop and hoists also 
existed next to the waste oil UST area. The removal of the 550-gallon waste oil UST which 
existed (or still exists) approximately 20 ft west of the 2013 removed waste oil UST is not 
documented. Therefore, the possible source of TPHd and TPHmo contamination detected in 
2013 could be from any of these locations.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

On March 25, 2014 in a letter titled "Notice of Responsibility, Fuel Leak Case No. R00000281 
and GeoTracker Global ID T0600101651 , 1716 Webster Street, Alameda, CA 94501" the 
current property operator Delong Liu of Delong Oil, Inc. was named "Responsible Party"  

 

Delong Oil, Inc. purchased the subject Property in 2009. In 2013, part of  the property 
development, Delong Oil voluntarily paid for an 1,000-gallon waste oil UST removal. As 
documented throughout this Report, historically, potential off-site and on-site sources of 
contamination existed well before Property's acquisition. 

 

Delong Oil name should be removed from the "Responsible Parties" list. 
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BUCKBEE THORNE & CO.
SINCE 1887

OUTSTANDING AND TRUSTED REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS
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ST APT 1010— AURORA H415 EUCLID AV APT 5— B GENE H418 AUSTIN ST—FLOYD RETD H922 POST ST APT
101—LOUISA R1177 BAY ST— V A ASV SLSMN GLITTEN DURKEE
H1177 BAY ST

LE FEUER LOUIS SUPVR IN CHGE
USN RECRUITING SUP OFC R
PRESIDIO

LE FEVRE ALLAN D (ANN) (ALLAN D
LE FEVRE CO) H3755 CLAY ST— BETTE H875 BUSH ST APT 24— CHARLES E (HELEN H) HLPR SF
ZOO H2267 19TH AV

L F H400 UPPER TER APT 304
M E (KATH) H7B3 1 7TH AV
MARY (WID E T) RETD HI690
BEACH ST APT 104

RUSSELL (MARIE) INSTR PAC TEL
H8 ROSELLA CT

RUTH (WIO EUG) RETD H221
BENTON AV

LEFF HENRY S (SYLVIA) TCHR S F
CITY COLLEGE HI 10 IDORA AV
IRWIN (ENID I) (ROSENTHAL t
LEFF) HI 78 27TH AV
MARK S H955 PINE ST APT 33
MILLIE MRS H70 JOOST AV—PHIL H321 18TH AV
WALTER (MURIEL) PHYS 450
SUTTER RM 2635 H676 FUNSTON
AV

LEFFEROINK JANE P MRS TCHR
WASHINGTON HIGH SCH H65
LOMITA AV— JANIE STUDT R65 LOMITA AV

JOHN R STUDT R65 LOMITA AV—JULIE A STUDT R65 LOMITA AV
LEFFERMANN LINDA L H1069 TREAT

AV
LEFFERT MARGE D (WID J F) ADMN

ASST BK OF AM TRUST H112
GARCES OR—PETER A (MURYL) RETD H630
VIENNA ST

LEFFINGWELL CAROL R264 9TH AV
CHARLES (LORNA) APPR CHEF
D'ORO'S H24 PROSPECT AV
SUSAN J HI 146 TAYLOR ST APT 7

LEFFLANO ELLA J AUTHOR H2128
VAN NESS AV APT 402

LEFFLER FLORENCE M MRS RETD
H455 CHURCH ST APT 4

JOHN W H507 DELLBROOK AV
LEFFMAN HELEN CLK CONTINENTAL

CASUALTY R2587 33RD AV
LEFFMANN CARMEL F RETD H25B7

33D AV
HELEN M OFC SEC CONTINENTAL
CASUALTY R2587 33D AV

LEFHOLZ ANNE P PUB STEN 998
MILLS BLDG H40 CALHOUN TER—HARRY S (LILLI M) RETD H2110
JACKSON ST APT 404

LEFIEF GUSTY A (WID PAUL) RETD
H137 FAITH ST

GENERAL
TIRE SERVICE

GENERAL TIRES
BRAKE SERVICE
ALIGNMENT

PHONE 431-1800
MISSION & Kth ST.

TRANSAMERICA TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY
(SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY HEADQUARTERS)

214 VAN NESS AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO PHONE 863-3080

OE3
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